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The Church's Peace or Unity muſt not be laid on any 
bare Words of Man's deviſing. It's not a Work for 
Councils or Prelates (and I add, for any others) 10 
form the Chriſtian Doctrine in new Methods and| | 
Terms, and then to force Others 70 ſubſcribe or uſe | 

| rzhoſe very Terms. If the ſame Men that refuſe this,, 
be willing to ſubſeribe to the whole Scripture, or to a 
Confeſſion in Scripture Words, you may force them 
to no more. Baxt. Key for Catholics, p. 449. 10 


1659. 470. 
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HEN you have given your ſelf the Liberty, 
& on Occaſion of the Death of the late Reve- 
rend Mr. Pomfret, to revive the Memory 
1 of a Difference, among the Miniſters in this 
City, and complement his Congregation at 
the Coſt of your Brethren, and to the mani- 
feſt Reproach of a great Number of them, you cannot be 
ſurprized, if one of this Number, takes the Liberty of 
expoſtulating with you thereupon. | | 
Ax might not the Aſhes of that good Man (whoſe emi- 
nent Piety was as . valued by every one of us, as by 
any of ps who ſubſcribed with him) have remained at 
Reſt? Why muſt his Name and Memory be made Ute of, 
to feed the Fire of Contention, and blow up a new Flame ? 
Was it his Judgment that the Nonwſubſeribers ſhould be 
- pelted from the Pulpit, and the Rage of the People be ſtir- 


red up againſt them, in Funeral Sermons or Faſt ones? 


Did he ever recommend any Thing. of this Kind by his 
own Example? If ought like this be infinuated, I muſt- 
declare, in your Words, © Nothing can be more falſe, and, 
* had he been living, nothing would have grieved him 
more, than ſuch an unworthy and injurious Reflection.“ 
I believe you your ſelf know, but if you do not, many of 
our Brethren, and ſeveral of his own People know, that 
ow much ſoever he approved the Subſcription, 2 he ab- 
horred the Methods, by which too many of his ſubſcribing 


Brethren, endeavoured to keep the Diviſion open. He has 
wept over their uncharitable Spirit and Conduct, and, with 
his uſual Fervency asked _ how they durſt look Gov. 


/ 
| 4 # 6s | 
in the Face, in their ſolemn Aſſemblies, with ſuch a Tem- 
per of Mind as they manifeſted towards their Brethren, 
and after ſuch Trearment as they had given them ? 
Tu a x ſuch an Expreſſion, as you mention in your * Ser- 


mon, concerning his zonſulſcribing Brethren, might poſſi- 


bly drop from him, we can perſuade our elves to believe. 
en of as much Piety, and a much cooler 'Temper, have 
Spoken unadviſedly with their Lips. But we can very diffi- 


cultly believe that he gave it in Charge to have it told to 


his Commendation in a Funeral Sermon, that he had pro- 
aoumced his Brethren left of GOD, for not figning the 
Roll at Salter's-Hall, much leſs to have it told with ſo ſo- 
lemn an Air, to make Impreſſion on the Audience to 


the Prejudice of his Brethren. Indeed none but the weak- 


eſt Partof any Audience can be impreſs'd with ſuch a Story, 
though this is commonly the greateſt Part of every one. 

hope you don't think he uttered this fc Saying under In- 
ſpiration. And if he only {poke his private Sentiments, it 
is no affront to his Underſtanding, nor, I hope, to yours, 
to ſuppoſe he might be miſtaken. He was indeed anima- 


ted with an uncommon Zeal for Go p, but he was a Man 


of like Paſſions with others. And it is no Wonder he ſhould 
lay a /illy Thing in an Heat, when you can do as /illy a 


Thing in cold Blood as to publiſh it, and lay ſuch a Streſs 


on it, if indeed you are ever cool on this Subject. 

I x was certainly a very raſh Thing to utter ſuch a Speech, 
if he did utter it, and was not miſtaken by hat Brother 
who was deputed to wait upon him with /e Roll. He had 
heard none of the Debates in the Aſſembly, and if that 
Brotker made any Reports of them, great Allowances muſt 
Jurely be made for Repreſentations carried to ſome Diſtance, 
when even upon the Spot, it once happened, that the 
Sound of a State of the Gucttion committed to Writing was 
hardly out of the Ears, but it was miſtaken by a Brother 
that you know, and quite changed. Such is the Frailty of 
human Nature, and ſo fallible our Memories, when our 
Minds are inlaid with Prejudice, or we are reſolved on a Point. 
Nos would it be a Matter of any Dificulty for us, to 
confront his Story with others on our Side, much more 
worthy of Regard. We could tell you of Nonſubſcribers 
(Men of as much Judgment and * at leaſt, and no 
leſs Piety than good Mr. Pomfret) who after many and ſe- 
rious Reviews of their Conduct, in the Face of Death and 
Eternity, were ſo far from thinking themſelves forſaken of 
GOD in what they did at Salzer's-Hall, that they were 
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perſuaded they muſt have betrayed all their Rights as Men 
and Chriſtians, and acted in Contradiction to al} their Prin- 
ciples as Proteſtants and Diſſenters, had they ſubſcribed as you 
would have had them, and had much Satisfaction in the 
Part they took in that Debate. 'This you may poſlibly think 
their Weakneſs, if you do not aſcribe it to what is worſe. 
But may not. others, with as much Reaſon, attribute this 
Saying of Mr. Pomfret to his Indiſcretion? Unleſs after all 
the Acknowledgments made of your poor Capacities, there 
yet can be no Miſtake on your Side the — — | 


B u v it is not the Saying of a Man on either Side, be he 


ai e or weak, that muſt determine whether yoz or we were 


in the Right, but the Merits of the Cauſe. And to teli ſuch 
Stories with ſo much Solemnity, is not Argument but Arti- 
fice. It is ad captaudum Populum. For you very well 
know, that the Bulk of Mankind, are much more im- 
preſs'd by an Aphoriſim utter d by one they love and reve- 
rence, than they can be convinced and influenced by the 
beſt Arguments and ſoumdeſt Reaſon in the World. | 

AN p as to that * ozher Saying of his to the Brother de- 
puted with the Roll, and on which you lay ſuch a Streſs, 
viz. that if he had a thouſand Hands 0 world np them 
all in bearing Teſtimony (in the ſame Way, I ſuppoſe) 20 
this Truth, it is to me all Nozſe and Bounce : For had he 
had ten thouſand Hands to be thus employed, it would have 


been the fingle Subſcription and Teſtimony of one indivi- 
dual Man, and no more. 


I x x o w none that ever inſinuated that this good Man re- 
tracted his Subſcription. Nor can I think it to be of much 
Importance, whether he did or not, But I am fully perſua- 
ded this Part of his Character might have been omitted 
without any Prejudice to his Reputation, and is inſerted 
without any Advantage to yours. Mr. Smith has avoided 
touching on this Matter in Mr. Roſexvell's Character, as has 
Mr. Harris in that of Mr. Billingſiey. And this is the 
moſt proper Way to have the Quarrel die. But you per- 
haps think it "than and chriſtian to keep it alive. For 
this yours is the proper Method. And, ſhould both Sides 

ive into it, the Death of a good Man, on either Side, which. 
could humble us all, muſt give new Life to our Animoſi- 
ties, till this Generation are all gone off the Stage. This may 
be a very prudent Method to ſerve ſome Purpoſes, but 
much chriſtian Prudence, I think, would not be in it: Sure 
I am, there would be very little chriſtian Charity. 
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Bor I return from this Part of the good Man's Chara- 
er in the Sermon, to the Complement made his People in 
the Preface. You are glad, it ſeems, of an Opportunity 
to take Notice of their prudent and chriſtian Conduct in 


the Choice of another Miniſter, and cam but record it 


to their Honour. And you might have taken what Notice 
you pleaſed of it, and make it look as much to their Ho- 
nour as you could, without any Interruption from me, had 
not their Commendation been made an Handle for cenſuring 
and reproaching your Brethren. Had you only given your 
Approbation toPerſons who ſeem to be of your Mind, and, 
zerhaps, were willing to act under your Direction, no great 
—— had been done. Yet many would have thought this 


as great a Complement to your Self as to Them. It is 


burning Incenſe to them, that your ſelf may be regaled 
and perfumed with its Fragancy. But it is an extraordi- 
nary Step, out of Complai'ance to them, to fall on your 
Brethren with ſo fervent a Zeal, and ſuch ſevere Inſinua- 
tions, and, as they think, with /6 little Reaſon : Unleſs 
they could allow themſelves to believe, you had more Re- 
gard to the Art of a Party- Alan, than rhe Candor and Cha- 
rity of a Chriſtian Brother and Miniſter. | 

B u r ſeeing you have taken Occaſion to tack your Cen- 
ſures of your Brethren to your Commendations of this 
People, I hope you will allow me to look a little into the 
Senſe and Juſtice of the Complemenrs made to Tem, be- 
fore I proceed to the Reflections thrown on us. | 

You tell them you recken it ſomewhat providential, 
that by delaying the Publication of your Sermon, you have 
an Opportumity to take Notice of the prudent and chriſtian 
Methods taken by them to ſecure a regular and found Mini- 
ftry amongſt them. What is meant by a regular Miniſtry 
in this Paſſage, and what Methods have been taken to ſe- 
cure ſuch a Miniſtry among this People, I know not. They 
might conſult and adviſe with each other, and inform them- 
ſelves of the Character and Principles of thoſe they had 
their Eye upon, and agree that whoever was intruſted with 
the Care of their Souls, ſhould give them Satisfattion in 


their Way about his own Faith, (which are all the prudent 


Methods you mention as taken by them to ſecure a regular 
Miniſtry) and after all have ſettled in a Lay-Brother. 
Whether you would have taken this for a regular Miniſtry, 


or whether that and a ſ67774 one, may not, with you, be all 


one, I know not. Orthedouy I know will atone for man 
Irregularities, and, I fear, for ſome Immoralities too. A 
Zealot may lay Snares for a Brother in Converſation, un- 
dermine his Intereſt with his Hearers, and, till he has ri- 

pened 
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pened his Deſign, profeſs great Reſpect and Eſteem, and 
no manner of Intention to do him Harm ; and when he 
has artfully wrought up the People to his Purpoſe, get him 
ejected at once, and perhaps after all wipe his own Mouth, 
and throw all the Blame on the People. If Zeal for the 
Faith will not cover a Multitude of ſuch Sins, Multitudes 
of Zealots in all Ages have been very wrong in their Con- 
duct, however right they have been in their Principles. 

| Bu T what were the prudent and chriſtian Methods ta- 
ken by this People to ſecure a ſound Miniſtry amongſt them ? 
T hey ſought GOD together in a ſolemn Manner, they have 
taken reaſonable Time to conſult and adviſe with one ano- 
ther, and they have informed themſelves, as they had Oppor- 
tunity of the Character and Principles of ſuch as they had 
their Eye upon. Hitherto I ſee nothing unchriſtian or im- 
prudent in their Conduct. But when you add, they allo a- 


greed that whoever had the Care of their Souls intruſted 


with him, ſhould give them Sarisfaftion concerning his own 
Faith, f in that Way and Manner which they thought neceſ- 
ſary to deſire, I am not clear that it was either prudent or 
chriſtian. Surely there may be Ways of requiring this Satis- 
faction thought neceary by a People, that are neither juſt 
nor reaſonable, neither agreeable to their Rights as Men or 
Chriſtians, ſuch as neither oug ht to give Peace on Reflection, 
nor are fit to be imitated, how many T houſands ſocver may 
follow the Example, and in which to comply with their De- 
mands may be neither Prudent nor Chriſtian. The parti- 
cular Way and Manner wherein this People thought neceſ- 
fary to bring their prefent Miniſter to the Teſt, you have 
not thought fit particularly [ard expreſly] to communicate. 
You knew it ſeems and approved it. And they were well 
enough aſſured you would commend it too, when you ſhould 
be called to do it in a proper Manner. As every Man will 
what he likes, and is conformable to his own Sentiments. 
They will always act as wiſe Men and good Chriſtians, who 
act as you ſhall think fit to direct or a prove. i: 

Bor the Caſe opens as you proceed. They have cho- 
ſen for their Paſtor, one who has acknowledged their Right 
to act as they have done. And, if you may be Judge, it was 
right in him to make this Acknowledgment. Bur if all 


was required by this People as neceſſary to their Satisfaction, 


that you tell us Mr. Denham has done, it will at leaſt be 


+ That it was Sound and Orthodox, I ſuppoſe, you mean. 


. — — 
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very doubtful to me. What he has done mero Motu pro- 
prie FVoluntatis, voluntarily, and without Solicitation or 
Demand, is nothing to me or any Man. He was Miſter 


of 
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n s An. But if bey demanded all, 


ou tell us, he has done (which is the moſt obvious Mean- 
ing of what you ſay on this Head) I cannot think they had 
any Right as Men or Chriſtians to make ſuch a Demand, 
whoever Acknowledgment He may have made of it. 

TuE y had, it ſeems, informed themſelves, as they had 


Opportunity, off his Character and Principles. And I dare 


ſay they had upon this Information no Ground to ſuſpect 
him. No Charge exhibited againſt him as to his Faith. 
What need, then, was there of clapping the Teſt on him, 
and putting him on a Purgation? 

B ESI PDE Ss, when he came to Town, he declared him- 


e in the Pulpit in as ſtrong, plain and unexceptionable 


Terms as could be wiſhed, for the ever bleſſed Trinity in 
Oppoſition to the Arian Hereſy. But this would not ſatisfy ; 
More was {till neceſſary. He mult allo give it under his 
Hand. For what Reaſon? Becauſe it ſeems this was a pru- 
dent Method to ſecure a ſoumd Miniſtry among this People. 
But what Security, I beſeech you, could they have under 
his Hand, greater than he had already given? If he put a 
Cheat on them in the Pulpit, might he not alſo do it oz a 
Piece of Paper? Or was it juſt and reaſonable, after he 
had declared himſelf from the Pulpit in ſo unexceptionable 
a Manner, that he ſhould be farther required to doit under 


his Hand? Was not this me needleſs? And is it any 


Point of human or chriſtian Prudence to inſiſt upon a 


needleſs Thing? Or how will you make it out that a Body 


of Men or Chriſtians have a Right to be impertinent ? 

Vo fay he declared himſelf iu the Pulpit, and umder his 
Hand, in as plain, ſtrong and unexceptionable Terms as 
could be wiſhed. Were theſe Terms thoſe of the Article 
and Anſiers? This had been told * plainly, I am apt to 
think, had it been Matter of Fact. A Man J percieve may 
paſs Muſter then, though he do not ſign he Roll, if he 
will but do what is of equal Validity, that is, what you are 
pleaſed to think ſo. This is great Condeſcenſion, I confeſs. 
On, were the wexceprionable Terms referred to, Scrip- 
ture ones? I hope GOD has declared himſelf in Holy 


Scripture, for the ever bleed Trinity in Oppoſition to the 


Arian Hereſy in Terms as ſtrong, plain and unexceptiona- 
ble. If not, I am ſure you are guilty of great Preſump- 


tion in laying this Doctrine at the Foundation of every Mi- 


niſter's Hope of Heaven. If he has, why may not a De- 
elaration in Scripture Terms ſatisfy as to the Son] of a 
Man's Faith ? Is it for the Honour of Holy Scripture, or its 
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Author, to inſinuate, by 7n/iſting on a Declaration in other 
Terms, that he has not taken Care to expreſs the Faith of 
his Church in Terms ſuificiently plain, ſtrong and unexcep- 
tionable, but left this to the better Care of frail 4nd fallible 
Men, and that in Points which mult be laid as the Founda- 
tion of all our future Hopes? ö 

Ox were theſe unerceptionable Terms his own, and of 
his on ws a7 A Thoſe he uſed in the Pulpit, doubtleſs, 
were. And, for any Thing appears, ſuch might thoſe al- 
ſo be, to which he let his Hand. And 'this eing ſuppo- 
ſed, why ſuch a Clamour againſt your Nonſubſcribing Bre- 
thren? Have any of them made a Difficulty of declaring 
themſelves, when they thought themſelves called toit ina 
proper Manner, and were left to he Choice of their 02012 


Terms? Have we not declared our ſelves from the Pulpit, 


and many of us from the Preſs, with our Hands to what 
we have publiſhed ? Did we not declare in a Body at Sal- 
ter's-Hall, that we did utterly diſowen the Arian Doctrine, 
and ſtucerely believe the Dcftrine of the ever bleſſed Trini- 
ty, and the Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which we ap- 
prehend to be clearly delivered in the Holy Scriptures? Thele 
are Terms plain, ſtrong and unexceptionable; but whether 
as plain, ſtrong and unexceptionable as can be wiſhed for, 
I cannot ſay. I doubt when this comes to be explained, it 


muſt ſtand for Terms as plain, ſtrong and unexceptionable 


_ 


as you can wiſh for. And then the Amount of all is, that 


Mr. Denham has declared himſelf in Terms to your lik- 
ing. And doubtleſs the People acted agrecably to all their 
Rights as Men and Chriſtians, and deſerve to have it re- 


corded to their Honour, when they required a Miniſter be- 


fore they would accept him for heir Miniſter, to declare his 
Faith in the Trinity in Terms that would pleaſe Mr 2 
„ &c. This og ht to give them great Peace on Refe- 
, and Thule, no doubt, will think it an Example 
moſt fit to be imitated. | | 
I Hors after all this Complaiſance, the People were 
abundantly ſatisfied. I, for my Part, ſhould hays thought 
I had ſupererrogated and done much more than was neceſ- 
Jary, toward their Satisfaction. But if what you tell us has 
been done, muſt have been done, and was A ene fit and 
neceſſary by this People to their Satisfaction, he was to go 
a much erg Length. He muſt not only for the preſents 
declare his Belief, Sc. but alſo ſolemnly declare (whate- 
ver Reaſons he may hereafter ſee to alter his Apprehen- 
ſions) That he will ſteadily adhere to it, as the Founda- 
tion on which he builds all his Hopes of eternal Happineſs, 
and that he cvill he ready at all Times, hen called 10 28 in 
| BS, B a pro- 


2 proper Manner, to give reaſonable Proofs of this ſteady 


[1] 


Adherence, and that both by 3 defending and ſub- 
ſcribing it. Many Things need to be cleared up ere I 
ſhall be brought to think, any Congregation have a Right 
to demand all this, for their Satisfaction concerning a Mi- 


niſter's Faith.“ I will take the Liberty of enlarging on one 


or two Particulars, and point out ſeveral more that need 
much to be cleared up, before you venture to aſſert, or at 
leaſt before you are 79 be regarded in aſſerting, that any 


People have a Right to make theſe Demands. As, 
(.. Firſt,) W no muſt have this Satisfaction? Without | 


Doubt, they, and only they, who have a Right to demand 
it. But who are theſe? Ts every one in the Congregation to 
be ſatisfied ; or only ſome particular Perſons who are ta 
judge, and chuſe for the Reſt ? Or are they as a Body to 
chuſe ſome Triers of Orrhodoxy, in whoſe Judgment they 
are all to acquieſce, and in whoſe Report they are to reſt 
Jatizfied ? I doubt not but this Method would pleaſe beſt, 


where you are ſure of your Men, and to have Tiers choſen 


to your o Taſte. , This is playing the Game into our 
ow? Hands, Butin all Reaſon they can have 0 Right to de- 
mand Satisfaction, f who are not of Capacity to receive it. 
[And ſuch Capacity hey manifeſtly want, who do not 
know what is Orthodox Belief, in the Point concerning 
which Satisfaction is demanded, nor can diſtingniſh be- 
tween Truth and Error, or right Apprehenfion and wrong, 
Every one therefore, before he can have a Right to demand 
this Satisfaction, muſt himſelf be a right Believer. That 
is, he muſt have a right Underſtanding of the Doctrine, 
know the Grounds on which he believes it, and be able 
jo diſtinguiſh between Truth and Error.] (Unlefs a Man 
mayhave a right Faith without right Notions and Appre- 
henſions, or without underſtanding or perceiving the 
Grounds of his Faith.) The Remembrance or Recital of 
rthodox Terms and Phraſes is no ſufficient Evidence of an 
orthodox Faith, unleſs their Meaning be well and rightly 
apprehended, It is very poſſible for a Man to talk . 5 a 
Syſtem, or a Catechiſm, or an eſtabliſhed Article, and 
ſubſcribe to all, without putting a right Meaning to the 


Words, or indeed without any Meaning at all. I am very 
much out (and I own this is very poſſible) if ſomewhat like 


this be not your 0722 Caſe, and that of others of our ſub- 
ſcribing Brethren, after all your Zeal for Subſcriptions and 
Clamour againit Nz7/:b/cribers, 2 

. 
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Ax v as it is neceſſary that every one in a Congregation 
ſhould Himſelf be ud. 5 A and have a Capacity of diſtin- 
gui ſhing Truth from Error, before he can have a Right to 
bring a Miniſter to the Teſt; * ſo is it fit and neceſſary this 
ſhould be known before he claims this Right, at leaſt before 
it be allowed him. He ought to give Satisfaction of his 
oe Orthodoxy, before he can demand ſuch a Thing from 4 
Miniſter. A Congregation is not in this Caſe to be lump = 
ed, nor is this a Matter to be taken po Content. If any 
in a Congregation either do not rightly underſtand the Do- 
ctrine of the Trinity, or are not known to do ſo, it is a very 


unrighteous Thing, for their Brethren in the Congregati- 


on, or any appointed Triers, to demand Satisfaction in their 
Name concerning a Miniſter's Faith, [ or Orthodoxy, in this 
Article.] It is making a Claim, where there is no Right to 
ſupport it, at leaſt no known or apparent Right, which is 
much the ſame. 7 
UNLESs therefore you had Satisfaction upon 4ue i 
and Enguiry, that every one in that numerous Congre- 
gation, were right and ſound Believers, and that upon right 
Grounds, in the Points relating to the Trinity, you are 
much too poſitive when you pronounce what they have 
done, in requiring Satisfaction from their Miniſter on this 
Head, agreeable to all their Rights as Men and Chriſtians, 
and what you are ſure ought to give them Peace on Re- 


flefion. For ſure I am, that the doing an Hrighteous T hing 


ought to give no Man, or Body of Men, Peace upon Refle- 
ction. And are you ſure pon due Trial, no ſuch T hing 
was done? No Satisfaction as to the Miniſter's Faith, re- 

qui red in the Name of any, but what were true Believers, 
and had right Apprehenſions concerning the Doctrine of 
the Trinity, and theſe rightly founded, I mean upon Serip- 
ture Evidence, and not barely human Authority? I would 
not be uncharitable, but doubt you ſpared your felf theſe 
Pains, and becauſe the People had an high Eſteem of your 
Orthodoxy, you took it upon Content that zhep had right 


Apprehenſions, and believed, at leaſt; as the Church be- 


lieved. And becauſe hereupon they acted as you would 
have them, they did what was jaiſt and reaſonable, &c. what 
you will record to their Honour, and you 621, no Doubt, 
who had ſome Share in this very wiſe and righteous Conduct. 

Ir is very manifeſt to me, that, before you can juſtly 
lead for a Congregation's Right, to demand Satisfaction 
concerning a Miniſter's Faith in any Point, you mult be ſure 


they have ſuch a Right. That is, that they have r1ghe Ap. 


* viz. To know whether he eſo. 2 
| = B 1 Proben- 
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prehenſrous concerning this Point, and are capable of diſ- 
cerning and diſtinguiſhing between what is right and wrong, 
The Tf ſhould therefore be carried through the Congrega- 
tion, before, in their Name, it be brought to the Miniſter. 
Nor will it be enough to ſay, Sir, æwill you ſubſcribe ? Ma- 
dam, ai you ſubſcribe? Subſcription is often a Cover to 


Ignorance, nay, and Hereſy, and it is the common Sanctu- 


ary and Retreat of Lazineſ and implicit Faith. But the 
Enquiry muſt be carried into what every one thinks con- 
cerning the Trinity, as well as how he ſpeaks about it. 
That it may be known what Senſe they agree in, as well as 
bat Sounds. Nay, in a Point on which all the Hopes of 


cternal Happineſs ſtands, the Teſt, one would think, ſhould 


be put to every one in the Congregation, before he be admit- 
ted to chuſe a Miniſter. Tor he can never have a Right to 
chuſe a Chriſtian Miniſter, who is not himfelf a Chriſtian 
Man, and he can be no Chriſtian, all whoſe Hopes of eter- 
nal Salvation are without Foundation. | 
. I x Nn ow not how far theſe Sentiments of mine may agree 
with yours, or how far you may think ſuch a Thing practi- 
cable; but a Friend of mine and yours, upon ſtarting the 
Thought, was pleaſed to ſay, he ſhould think you and your 
Brethren much more in earneſt for the Faith, than he now 
takes you to be, if you, who are for clapping the Teſt at eve- 
ry Turn on your Brethren, would carry it through your ſe- 
veral Congregations, and purge from them great and ſmall, 
rich and poor, that are not ſound Believers, that is, all 
who have not a right Faith, or, which in my Account is all 
one, have not right eee, or cannot rightly di- 
ſtinguiſh between Truth and Error in this Matter. But, 
(2. Secondly.) WHA is the Point, the preſent Point, 
in which a People are to be ſatisfied as to the Faith of their 
| - Miniſter ! The Doctrine of the ever bleed Trinity, in Op- 
poſition 20 the Arian Hereſy ? But is the Arian the only He- 
rely here to be oppoſed and guarded againſt ? May not a 
Man declare bit for the Doctrine, &c: and yet be all 


the while as great an Heretic? May he not be a Tritheiſt, 


a Sabellian, or Socinian, if theſe two laſt do indeed differ, 


and yet oppoſe Arianiſmn ? To maintain Three Gods equally 


ſupreme and co-ordinate, is as great an Error as to aſſert 
ene ſupreme, and two ſubordinate. And to hold the Tri- 
_ nity to be c Hypeſta/7s, only under three Names or Deno- 
migatious, hagbecn always deemed equully heretical. But 


. 


a Man may oppoſe Ariaziſm, and yet be in one of theſe 


oppoſite Extremes. 
Now what End can it anſwer, for a People to demand 
Satisfaction, concerning a Miniſter's Faith of the Trinity, in 
955 * 
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di Oppoſition to one Error, when, this notwithſtanding, he 
ng. may be in as great an Error? May a Man be ſafely intruſt- 
ga- ed with the Care of Souls, though he holds other Errors 
ter. about the Trinity, provided they be not Arian? Are theſe 
Ja- the only ones that deſtroy the Foundations of our future 
- toll Hopes? May a Man, who is a Sabellian or Tritheiſt, build 
tu- on a ſure Foundation, though one who is an Arian can- 
the mot? And if not, do a People do what is juſt and reaſon- 
able, and perfectly agreeable to all their Rights as Men and 
Chriſtians, Ec. who acquieſce in a Miniſter's declaring his 
Faith, in Oppoſition to Arian Hereſy, without any Concern 
to avoid the oppoſite Errors? Or can he be other than a 
weak Miniſter, who will build all his Hopes on ſuch a 
Foundation ? Surely Mr. Denham has too much Senſe, to 
make ſuch a Declation 0wv, or bind himſelf for the fu- 
ture, at all Times to preach, defend and ſubſtribe it. Poſ- 
fibly this was not what you intended to ſay, but I can make 
no other Conſtruction of your Words. He has engaged, 
you tell us, ſteadily to adhere to this Doctrine. To h 
Doctrine, but his Belief of the ever bleſſed Trinity, in Op- 
poſition 70 the Arian Hereſy? I can find no other Autece- 
dent to which your Relative is can refer. | 
Bur there is another Paſſage of yours elſewhere upon 
| this Argument, that renders it highly probable at leaſt, that 
ſe-% 1 do not miſtake you here. There you tell us, that * if Men 


all, «vere but humble, ſenſible of their loſt Condition, concerned 


all for their Salvation, &c. they would not imagine it to be of no 
all great Moment, which Side of the Queſtion is held in the pre- 
di- ent Controverly. What Controverly ? Why, whether the 
t, Son and Holy Spirit be of the ſame undivided Nature with 
nt, the Father? This being held to, you have no Concern, that 
Cir I can find, what Notions Men have of the Perſons in the God- 
Jp- Head, nor any Controverſy with thoſe who hold 20 Diſtin- 


1e. Trion of Perſons in it at all. Nay, I cannot fee, but, in 
t all this Way of ſtating the Queſtion, theſe laſt muſt, in your 
all Account, be moſt orthodox. For they who maintain the 


iſt, Con and Spirit to be the ſame Hypoſta/7s with the Father, 
er, muſt moſt firmly hold them to be of the ſame undivide 

iy Nature. With theſe you can have no Quarrel about the 
ert Object of Worſhip. They certainly make no Difference in 
"ri- Nature. They worſhip Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt in the 
no- ſelf. ſame Hypuſtaſis, and therefore to be ſure in the ſame un- 
Zut divided Nature, which with you is the turning Point in the 
ele} preſent Controverſy about the Trinity. You can compound 


the Matter therefore with the Sabellians, that is (as I think) 
nd . — — — 
in Doctrine of the Trinity ſtated and defended, p. 134. 
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with the Socinians, to be ſure with the whole Body of the 
Engliſh Unitarians. They will readily concur with you in 

oppoſing the Arians, and maintaining that the Son and Spi- 
Tit are of the ſame undivided Nature.aeith the Father. 
I vor not, but you will here crave Leave to be under- 
ſtood, of the Controverſy with the HAriaus, and avow that 
this turns on the /Z2gle Qreſtion, whether the Son and Spi- 
fit are of the ſame undivided Nature with the Father. So- 


ciniaus and Sabellians, you will ſay, are out of the preſent 


Queſtion. They are not, at this Time, moving any Con- 
troverly about the Trinity, But ſurely the Controverſy 
with the Arians is not merely whether Father, Son and 
Spirit are of the ſame undivided Nature, but whether they 


are three Perſons in the ſame undivided Nature. And in 


managing a Controverſy with the Ariaus, I think you have 
as much Concern to guard againſt the contrary Extreme; 
or the Socinians will certainly make the Advantage of it. 
And by ſuch a State of the Queſtion you give them a fair 
1 Not to obſerve, that your Undertaking, ac- 
cording to the T?zle of your Book, is to ſtate and defend 
the Doctrine of the bleed Trinity, and not merely the 
Doctrine of it in Oppoſition to Arians, and under that Li- 
mitation only. | | 1 3 

You, may tell me you cannot be ſuppoſed to be in Heir 
Sentiments, becauſe you ſigned the Rel at Salter's-Hall, 
and have made a mighty Buſtle to get it ſigned by every Bo- 
dy elſe : And there Father, Son and Spirit are aſſerted to 


be three Perſons. We are alſo told in the State of the Do- 


Etrine, to which you have annexed ſome ſage Advices, that 
by Perſons you · 4 not mean * three Names only. But till 


Fo tell us what you 4o mean, you may for any thing I 
now, be within the Confines of Hereſy Rill. Our Eugliſh 


* Unitarians make no Scruple of calling them three f Per- 
Jons, provided this be underſtood of 7hree Attributes, or 


three Modes of Deity, or three external Relations of G o D 
to his Creatures, or three internal Relations of Gon to 


_ himſelf, called relative Sub/7ſtences, that is, provided it be 


underſtood of Properties, Affections or Charafters of the 
ſame numerical Spiritor Being. How does it appear, tho' 
your three Perſons are more than three mere Names, that 
yo mean any thing more by the Term than they 2 What 


is hat Doctrine of the Trinity, that you think muſt be laid 
at the Foundation of all a Miniſter's Hopes of Heaven? 


Doctrine of Trinity ſtated and defended, p.21. + Agreement of 
Unitarians with Carl clic Church, p. 32, 33, Ste allo Nye's Letters, In- 


* 


ſtitutions, Anſwer to Dr. Clark, Paſſiw. 
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* Mr. Howe paſſed his 


Se part 
ls it the Doctrine of * zhree diſtintt intelligent Natures, - 
in the Godhead, 2th each its proper Perſonality belonging 
70 it? This you know was the Sentiment of that great Di- 
vine and eminent Chriſtian, the late Mr. Howe. This I un- 
derſtand will not fit your Taſte. It ſeems you require Can- 
didates for the Miniſtry to diſown this great Man's Seati- 
ments, e're you will certify they are fit to be employed. 
And who can doubt but the ſame Man, had he been as wile 
and zealous for the Truth, and in the ſame Place and Con- 
fideration in which he apprehends himſelf at preſent, when 
Ailals, would have made the ſame 
Demands on him, or diſmiſſed him without the Favour of 
his Hand? Who can doubt, but, if the People who fate 
under that great Man's Miniſtry, had conſulted him before 
the Choice, he would have diſſuaded their entruſting their 
Souls to his Care, and. have recorded it to their Honour; 
that they took his Advice? And would not the People have 
been exceedingly obliged to you for ſuch chriſtian and 
Frudent Counſel? Doubtleſs they would. And T hor- 
ſands, no doubt, would have thought heir Examble moſt 
Worthy their Imitation. How modeſt a Man does Mr. 
Reynolds appear in this Light, and what a grateful Vene- 
ration doth he pay to that great Man's Memory | 

AND what renders this Modeſty more fingular and con- 
ſpicuous is, that Mr. f Howe apprehended his to be the 
common Sentiments of the Fathers, Nicene, Ante-nicene, 
and Poſt-nicene, down to Peter Lombard in the twelfth 
Century, whom a great Divine, as he tells us, uſed to 
call one of the four Evangeliſts of Antichriſt. 

AN D Dr. Cudworth, in his Intellectual Syſtem, has 
collected a great deal of Evidence, from the Nicene Fa- 
thers, to this Purpoſe. He particularly ſhews us from I heo- 
doret, that it was the DoArinc of the Fathers, that g, 
and urea, or E/Jence and Perſon, differ from each other, 
as Common and Proper, or Genus from Species and Tudivi- 
auum. * Baſil allo ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe. He far- 
ther informs us, that Gregory of Ny/a, Cyril of Al:xan- 
aria, Maximus the Martyr, and ohn Damaſcene, make 
the three Hypoſtaſes as much Individuals under the Species 
of Godhead, as Peter, Fames and ohn, under the Species 
of Manhood. And to reconcile this with the Unity, main- 
tain that three Men are but improperly and abuſively thus 
called; they being truly hut one, becauſe of the ſame ſpe- 
ceſic Nature in them ail, Indeed, as he tells us, thus to 


ew 


Howe s Enquiry, p. 126. + View of the Contiderations, p. 58, 59. 
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account for the Unity, would not ſatisfy Arhanaſius, who 


yet did not hold that each Hypaſtaſis had the ſame . ſingular 
Eſſence.” They are with him, but one Go p, becarſe there 
is but one Principle: Becauſe they are undivided and inſe- 
parable : Becauſe of their mutual Union and Inexiſtence, 
called by the Greeks Tepoyopnors and ipmreerywenrrs, and fi- 
nally, becauſe the three Perſons make one entire Divinity, 
as the Root, Stock and Branches make one entire Free. 
T uIsS is Dr. Cudworth's Account of the common Senſe 
of the Nicene Fathers. This was current Divinity, ac- 
22 to him, for many Centuries at leaſt in the Greek 
Church. Nor was the Doctrine of three Perſons in one 
ſingular exiſtent Eſſence, as he tells us, owned by any pub- 
lic Authority in the Chriſtian Church, whatever might be 
the private Sentiments of particular Men till the Lateran 
Council, Anno MCCXV. And it is very plain Mr. Howe 
thought this a juſt and true Account. And NT 
Dr. Waterland, who has been ſo much and fo juſtly ap- 
lauded in this Controverſy, is, I think, manifeſtly of the 


ame Opinion, and treads exactly in Athanaſius's Steps, 


according to Dr. Cudworrh's Account of his Sentiments. 
He holds three * real Hypoſtaſes as well as Athanaſins, not 
mere Modes, Attributes or Properties of Gop, or the di- 
vine Being. Three individual intelligent Agents. But how 
can theſe be one Goy? Why, ſays f he, the Unity con- 


fiſts in, or ultimately reſolves into, Unity of ae one 
4 


*Aexn Head, Root, or Fountain of all. Or, as Athanaſius 
expreſſes it, Mia epy1h. ua xf “e, «5s Obs. One Princi- 
ple and, in this Respect, one GOD. But will this, by it ſelf, 
account for the Unity? No, ſays he elſewhere, + there muſt 
be Equality of Nature, as avell as Unity of Principle. But 
will this do without any thing farther? There is Equality 
of Nature between a Father and Son among Men, but U- 
nity of Principle will not make theſe two to be oe Max. 


Therefore the Dr. elſewhere ** tells us, that the Sum of the | 
Catholic Doctrine, is he ſame Homogeneous Subſtance * 
(which in other Words is 54080;571n;, Conſubſtantiality, or | 


the Equality of Nature before-mentioned) aud Inſeparabi- 
lity. T he firſt makes each Hypoſtaſis res divina, the other 
makes all to be una ſubſtantia, una ſumma res, one undivi- 
aed, or individual, or numerical Subſtance. Juſt as accord- 
ing to the Sentiments of Athanaſins, before repreſented 
from Dr. Cudworth, one might ſay, that the Homegeneity 
of the Sulſtance will make the Root, Stock or Branches 


+ F. 359. P. 391. 8 15 | | 


of 


a | 

of 4 Tree res arborea, and the Inſeparability of them will 
render them u Subſtantia, una ſumma res, one undivi- 
ded, individual or nutnerical Tree. Which may be, and 
they yet have not the ſelf ſame, but, ſeveral diſtin& Eſſences, 
though no ſeparate Exiſtence. It muſt however be farther 


 confidered, that Go p is a ſpiritual Being, and though 


Athanaſius, and other Ancients, made uſe of theſe Reſem- 
blances from material things to explain the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, they did not think the Reſemblance full, however 
fit they thought it to help our Conceptions. We muſt not 
apprehend the three Perſons to be no more one, or in no 
cloſer Union than the Root, Stock, and Branches of a Tree: 
Theſe only coexiſt and adhere to one another, as groſs ma- 
terial Subitance may; whereas the Perſons, hole Nature 

mult be conceived of as moſt ſpiritual, mutually inexiſt, 
act and > er This is Tepry«pnors and fpmeery encore, 
And therefore the Dr. elſewhere informs us, f that Father 
and Son, by an ineffable Union of Subſtance, Preſence, 
Will, Power, Operation, Cc. (or Te2y pics) may be one 
GOD, or as he elſewhere calls it + one 20 Od one God- 
head. And this compleats his Account of the Unity, and 
juſt after the Manner of Athanaſius in Dr. Cudworth. 
This according to him is the Catholic Doctrine, as well as 
according to Mr. Howe and Dr. Cuderorth; the true Me- 
dium between Sabellianiſm and Arianiſin. 1. hope there- 
fore, that, for the Time to come, you will ſhew your Re- 
ſpe& to Dr. Waterlana, inthe ſame manner you have done 
to Mr. Howe ; and that every Candidate for the Miniſtry 
ſhall be diſmiſs'd without the Favour of your Hand, who 
will not renounce his Sentiments. | 

Bu x have you any better Liking to the common Notion © 
of a Perſon in the Godhead? I mean the common one fince 
Peter Lombard and the Lateran Council, and perhaps of 
ſome private Drs. ſince the days of St. Anſtin. This is, 


I think, the divine Eſſence or Being fub/iſting in a peculiar 


Manner, i. e. after ove Manner in the Father, another 


in the Son, and a third in the Holy Ghoſt. So as that the 


Father is the divine Nature or Being ſubſiſting of himſelf, 
the Son is the ſelf ſame Being fubfilting by Generation of 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoſr the ſelf ſame being ſubſiſt- 
ing by Proceſſion from the Father only (as the Greeks ſay) 
or from Father and Son, as ſay the latins and the Reform- 
ed. The Perſons are the Deity diſtinguiſhed by their ſe- 
veral Properties, and theſe the Properties which diſtin- 
gui ſh the Perſons. 


— 
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Tra1s Faith, you, with ſome others of your Brethren, 
have, I think, under your Hand diſclaimed. What elſe 
means this Paſſage ina Piece owning you in Part for its Au- 
thor? * Though theſe Three are in holy Scripture ſpuken of 

under the Names of Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, and as 
begetting, begotten and proceeding, yet ſtill we leave it to 
zhoſe who are wiſer, or at leaſt more bold and daring than 
«ve, to ſay that this does, and to ſhew afterwards how it does 
relate to the divine Eſſence. This ſtrange Paſſage is, I 
think, f yours. And all Men are here charged with Lack of 
Modeſty, if not of Senſe, with being at leaſt much more 


preſumptuous 7hax you, who talk of a Father and Son pro- 


erly ſo called in the Godhead, or of begerting, or being 

egotten as any way relating to the divine Eence. So that, 
whatever you mean by the Perſons in the Godhead, and 
whatever Diſtinction you make between them, they can 
not in your Account bh diſtinguiſhed by zheſe Properties. 

AN p, by the way, was not this a moſt apt and harmo- 
nious Introduction to an Harmony of Confeſſions, and like- 
ly to procure it much Regard with intelligent Readers, to 
call all who drew up theſe Confeſſions, and all who have 
fince approved and ſubſcribed them too, Bold and daring, if 
not weak and injudicious Men ; that to be ſure, had more 
Confidence than you, though, perhaps, not as much Senſe ? 


For there is hardly one of theſe Confeſſions from the Ni- 


cene Creed down to that of the Weſtminſter Aſſembly, but 
what expreſly own the Father to be unbegotten, and the 

Som as Go p, to be begotten of the Father, and whoſe Com- 
pilers were therefore ſo hold and daring, as to maintain, 
that the Names of Father, and Son, and the Terms beget- 
ting, begotten, &c. do in this Matter plainly relate to the 
divine Nature and Eſſence. „ 

InDEED, the Ancients laid ſuch a Streſs on maintaining 
this, that they thought the Unity of the Godhead could not 
otherwiſe be maintained. Dr. Waterland will tell you, as 
above quoted, that this conſiſts in, or ultimately reſolves 


into, Unity of Principle. And Biſhop + Pearſon will tell 


vou, that, in their Account, ro gert more than one, who 
was from none, were to maintain two GODS. * Baſil 
defends himſelf from ſuch a Charge by allowing, that <vho- 
ever did introduce two Principles, preached two Gods, but 
that be himſelf did not reach txwo Gods, as long as he did 

Doctrine of the bleſſed Trinity: + On Creed, p.40. % M | 
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O wiv dpy4s modyor Io, So xnpurle F£s5, Hom. xxvi Ses alſo 
Athanaſ. contra Sabel. Gregales. Vol. r. Edit. Colon. p. 656. 


1 You have made it yours by plainly adopting it. 
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Church, p. 3 3. and Nye's Tract, . 
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not aſſert two Fathers, or two who had Divinity from. none. 


"And * Hilary tells us to the ſame Purpoſe, that hong h the 


Father be GOD, and the Son GOD, yet there is but one 
GOD, becauſe but one unbegotten ; adding, that to ſay the 
Son is unbegotten, f is moſt impious. And the Council of 

Sirmium, of which you have an Account in the ſame Au- 
thor, denounced an + Anathema againſt ſuch as maintained 


the Son to be unoriginate (innaſcibilem & ſine Initio) or 


that there were twwo.1n the Trinity innaſcible, or unbegotten, 
or fine Principio, for that this would make two Gods, Yet 


can you Aare to ſay, they are all hold and daring Men, who 


aſfirm any of theſe Terms relate to the divine Nature, tho 


you ſtand here conciliarly anathematized for your Pains? 


Br very plain it is, I think, from what has been ſaid, 
that you are gone off from the Catholick Doctrine, as it was 
before the Time of Peter Lombard; and equally departed 
from the Catholick Doctrine, as it has been fince. You hold 
neither a real Perſon in the Godhead, as ancient Catholicks 
held; not a proper Father and Son in the Godhead, and a 
Spirit Ps es, from one or both of them, as the Catho- 
licks of all Trmes have held. And though you call Father, 
Son, and holy Spirit three Perſons in the qo undivided. 
Nature, yet I cannot ſee you have left Room for any other 
Perſons but Sabellian or Unitarian ones. Nay, many of 
our Engliſh Unitarians, will go farther into the Carholick 
Doctrine, than, it ſeems, yoũ dare to do. They will own 
an unbegotten Father, and his only begotten Son, and an ho- 
ly Spirit proceeding from both, whilſt with zhe Schools, this 
be underſtood of original Mind, reflex Wiſdom or Know- 
ledge, and Self-love ; or Deus, Deus ſeigſum Sciens, & ex 
hac ſcientia ſe:pſum Amans. 

AN p is not the Matter now brought to a fine Iflue ? 
Whenthe Sabellians are as orthodox, and the Engliſh Uni- 
zarians are more orthodox, and will go farther into the Ca- 
tholick Doctrine than you and ſome others, who have been 
crying down your Brethern for deſerting the Faith, at leaſt 
for not making Clamour enough for it, and ſpiriting up the 


2 People to enquire into the Belief of their Miniſters in this 


Article, as what they muſt lay at the Foundation of all 
their. future Hopes. 2 


Idcirco Deus unus eſt (cum Pater Deus fit, & Filius Dei, Deus ſit) 
uia innaſcibilitas ſola penes unum fit. Hilar. de Synod. p. 235. Edit. Ba- 
i. 1570. Filium innaſcibilem confiteri, impiiſſimum eſt, ibid. 
+ Siquis innaſcibilem & {ſine initio dicat Filium, tanquam duo fine prin- 
cipio, & duo innaſtibilia, & duo innata dicens, duos faciat Deos, ana- 
thema fit, ibid, * See Agreement of Unitarians with the Catholic 
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Ax p have not the People a onderfull Security for the 
ſoundneſs of their Miniſter's Faith, about the Trinity, who 
take you for their Guide, and one of his Triers, and fit 
down ſatisfied with his declaring his Belicf of the ever bleſ- 
ſed Trinity in Oppoſition 20 the Arian Hereſy, or, that the 
Son and Spirit are of the ſame undivided Nature with the 
Father? ** hen, this notwithſtanding, he may be as great 
an Heretick, as if he believed them to be of a different Na- 
ture, Nay, a greater, I mean a worſe, if Dr. Vaterland, 
be a competent Judge. For though he thinks the * Sabelliaz: 
is a neater Scheme, and more conſiſtent with it ſelf, the A. 

rian, he ſays, is more pious and modeſt. | 
Bur it after all, the right Faith of the Trinity is what 
mult be laid at the Foundation of all our Hopes of Heaven, 
and the Faith of the Catholicks, whether more ancient or 
modern, be this right Faith, I do not fee that you have 
left your ſelf any Foundation for Hope. Rut after all your 
ſolemn Declamation againſt the new $:hene, you have, with 
the Aſſiſtance of other Hands, been forming a new Scheme 
to ruin all your Hopes. But, I hope, Gop has left Mr. 


Reynolds, more Grounds to expect Salvation, than he ſeems 


to have left himſelf, or is willing to leave any who cannot 
with him belzeve the Son and S/1717 to be of the ſame unai- 
vided Nature with the Fatber. 4 
Fo R though you do not ſeem to know what you mean 
when you talk of :bree Perſons in the Godhead, and mult 
therefore believe and worſhip you know not what t, 1 verily 
hope you have an orthodox Meaning after all. You would 
receive and believe the Doctrine of the ever bleſſed Trinity, 
as deliyered in the holy Scripture, and whatever you have 
laid, you mean nothing inconſiſtent with it. You would 
neither willingly entertain, nor utter any Sentiment of this 
Sort. You have nor quitted the Catholick Faith out of Al- 
will to it, and Malice propenſe. You are well affected to the 
Truth, and ſincerely aim at it, though you have miſſed it. 
This, I think, is 077hodoxly meant, and I hope therefore 
you 7710 obtain Mercy, ee you are miſtaken. And 
methinks you may leave ſome Room to hope concerning o- 


thers, whocertainly diſcover their Meaning to be as ortho- 


do as yours, by taking much Pains to ſearch out the Truth, 
and ſuffering much Reproach, and not a little Damage, 
by profeſſing and maintaining what they apprehend to 
be the Truth, though they may be miſtaken as well as 


you. Your orthodox Intention mult certainly come into the 


—— - 


Def. of Quæries, p. 358. 


+ Which yet you elſewhere retreſent as a very ſerange aud frightful thing. 
r. Dectr. of Trinity, P. 134. - Relief 
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Relief of your mort hodou Faith, that your Hopes may not 


utterly fail. And then, methinks, you. ſhould allow that 


the like ort hodoꝝ Meaning may be of ſome ſervice to others, 
and leave them ſome Grant of Hope, though they have 
gone off from the Catholic Faith in a Tract different from 
yours. If only * who believe right, have any fair Hopes, 
of Heaven, you have Reaſon to look about you. But if 
you may believe wrong, and yet hope rell, becauſe of 
your good Intention, why may not another, with Intenti- 
ons as good as yours, miſtake in this Matter, and yet have 
ſome Foundation left for Hope? When your ſelf necd to be 
treated with Indulgence, I think you ſhould not treat your 
Fellow-Servants witk Severity, and haſtily doom them to 
Deſtruction. For my own Part, I am willing to leave as 
much Room for others to hope for Salvation as poſſibly I 
can, eſpecially in deep and difficult Points of Theology, 
that I may leave ſome for my ſelf. For if none mult go to 
Heaven but thoſe who are ig ht Believers, and cortainly 
know themſelves to be lo, in ſuch Points, I am afraid the 
narrow Way to Heaven will be made much narrower than 
our blefled Lord has left it, and very few, indeed, well 
they be that find it. | 

I haye been tco long on theſe two Heads, to go far into 
other Particulars. But many Things more want to be clear- 
ed up, before it can be made appear, that this People have 
acted agreeably to all their Rights as Men and Chriitians, if 
they did demand all, as Nece/a-y to their Satisfaction, which 
you tell us their worthy Miniſter has done. For, to {ay no 
more of the Doctrine of the Trinity, to which at all Times 
he muſt ſteadily adhere, it needs to be cleared up, what 

roof of his ſteady Adherence to this Doctrine (be that 
what it will) is to be deemed reaſonable? And who is to 
judge? When mult he be thought, to be called out in a pro- 
ßer Manner, to give this reaſonable Proot ? Mult this Call 
be from Heaven, or of Men? It from Heaven, how is it 


to be notified to him? May he himſelf be a Judge of this 
Call, or is he to take it for granted, that when 50, or any 


pragmatical Maninthe Congregation, who may think him- 
ſelf wiſer than you, or his own Teacher, ſhall demand it 
of him, that his is a Call from GOD ? If this be your 
Meaning, I hope he will have ſa much Regard to his own 
Peace and Comfort, as to deſire, that when you come on 


this Errand, you would produce yorr Commiſſion from Hea- 


ven. But if he may judge of this Call for himſelf, it is 
very poſſible he may think e othercuiſe, when you, and 
thoſe you can Influence, may pronounce him called of 
Go p to it. 123 1 

10 | 


mw | [22] 
Yov thought y=ue ſelf under a Call from GOD, (and 
tell us of many of your Brethren in the ſame Sentimen:s) 
to ſign the Roll at Salter's Hall, that you might give a pub- 
lick Teſtimony to an Article of Chriſtian Faith, that might 
reach the Knowledge of the whole World, and be conveyed 
down to the lateſt Poſterity, when he might more juſtly 
think, this was only ſtamping a Dreum, and a very filly 
Dream, of your own, with 4:v1ze Authority. Surely you 
had never a Call from Gov, to fo vain and ſenſeleſs an 
Undertaking. It is perfect Prixortiſm. What! your wri- 
ting your Name on a Piece of, Parchment at Salter's Hall, 
teach the Knowledge of the whole World ! and ſpread wi- 


der than the Goſpel ! Your 1 to the Trinity, be 


more diffuſed, than Chriſtianity it ſelf has ever yet been, or 
the Doctrine and Teſtimony of the Apoſtles! And not on- 
ly ſpread ſo wide, but laſt ſo long, and reach down to the 
lateſt Poſterity ! How many much more important Synods, 
and their Names who compoſed them, and all their Tranſ- 
actions, have been buried in utter Oblivion (in all Proba- 
bility) within half that Number of Years ! But------What 
a Figure does Mr. Reynolds make in the Hiſtory of his 
Times at preſent, what a Figure will he make, in his own 
Conceit, to all ſucceeding Times! How ample and laſting 


a Fame has he acquired? And has he not richly deſerved it, 
by giving his Teſtimony to the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
and ſo much Reputation to the Mind of GOD, about it! 
This was entring his Name on the moſt durable Records | 
of Fame; eſpecially fince, as I underſtand, zhe Roll is in 


his 02022 Keeping! Vain Man! And is the awful Name of 
Gow to give Sanction to this Vanity! Had he a Call from 


GOD to ſuch extravagant Views and Expectations? Thoſe | 


whoare very diffident and fearful as to their Brethren, I 
find may be very confident and preſumptuous concerning 
themſelves. 


B v r hat were you under a Call of Go v to do? Why | 


to bear Teſtimony to the Doctrine of the Trinity, and 
give all the Reputaticn you could to the Mind of GOD 
about it. Did this Doctrine then ſtand in need of your 
Teſtimony ? Did it not ſtand firm enough upon the Baſis 
of a divine Teſtimony ? Was not the Mind of G oÞ ſuf- 
ficiently made known as to this Matter, or not of ſiffictent 
Reputation, without your giving it a Paßpart? Did any in 
the Aſſembly at Salter's Hall deny this Doctrine, or ule a- 
ny violent Methods to extort a Denial of it from yon, or 
endeavour to lefſen he Reputation of the Mind of Go » 
abour it, to render your Teſtimony to it, or your Endea- 
yours to keep up the Repriratier: of the Aind of Gop about 

it, 
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it, neceſſary? If this be infinuated, it is at once falſe and 
ſcandalous, and the Author of ſuch an Inſinuation, is to be 
charged with groſs and willful Cal/umny. 

Bu x had this been Matter of Fact, the proper Way of 
bearing Teſtimony to the Doctrine, and giving a Reputation 
to the Mind of Go v about it, would have been to refute 
Oppolers, not to write your Name on a Paper only in To- 
ken you believed. 'This way of bearing Teſtimony to 
the Boctrine, could not, that I ſee, have procured it more 
Reputation with any intelligent Perſon, than another Man's 
bearing like Teſtimony againſt it. It was no more than 
a Teſtimony that you zhought your ſelf a right Believer, 
and the Doctrine you ſigned (if you know what that was) to 
be orthodox. How far this Teſtification of your own Sen- 
timents may go, in your own Conceit, in confirming the 
Faith of thoſe* who depend upon your Underſtanding in 
Matters of Faith, or in conciliating Reputation to the Re- 
velations af Go p, I know not. But ſure no one could 
think that your Teſtimony of your 02072 Belief, could pro- 
cure Reputation to any controverted Doctrine, or eſtabliſh 
its Authority, who did not at the ſame Time believe you 
infallible, and that your Belief muſt for that Reaſon be the 
orthodox Faith, and the undoubted Mind of Go p about 
this Matter. For without this, every Man's Teſtimony, 


who has equal Capacity with you, and taken equal Pains 
to find out the mind of Go p, and given inconteſtible 


Proofs that he is equally honeſt, muſt be every whit as va- 
lid a Teſtimony, and give as much Reputation, to what he 
thinks the Mind of Go p, though it ſtands in direct Op- 
poſition to your Belief. And - | Matter ſtanding thus, 
you could not be called, of GOD, to bear Teſtimony to 
this Doctrine, till you had firſt given inconteſtible Proof 
that you were an infallible Man, and yours therefore an 


- infallible Teſtimony. For elſe it can ſtand for no more 
than a Declaration of your 029 Belief, which, I think, 


is by it. ſelf no Teſtimony to any Truth of Go p, nor there- 
fore could you have any Call from Go p to bear ſuch Te- 
ſtimony to it. But to return: 
T 11 a T you may make out that Claim of Right you have 
made for this People, you mult moreover prove that GOD 
has laid the right Belief of this Doctrine at the Foundation 
of every. Man's future Hopes. And for this I deſire you 
would produce Evidence from the Word of Go p that 
is expreſs and plain. For verily you rake too much upon 
von, when you undertake to ſettle the Terms of Salvation, 
without expreſs Warrant and Authority from Heaven. 


HowzveR, 


—— 
ca 
* * 
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How E vx R, do not here miſtake me, I do not ſay, that 
the Article of the Trinity is not at the Foundation of all 
our future Hopes. The Goſpel Occonomy is undoubtedly 
founded on it, as is all Religion on the Being, Nature, 


and Perfettions of Gon, and his Relations to his Creatures. 


W n a T I think you ſhould prove is, that a right Belief, 
or, which in my Account is all one, right Apprehenſions 
concerning this Doctrine, myſt be laid as the Foundation 
of every Man's future Hopes; or in other Words, that no 
Man can have auy Foundation for Hope, that has Miſap- 
prehenſtons, or a wrong Belief in any Particular about this 
Article. Or if this be too much, I defire you would give a 
very diſtin Account from Scripture, what Miſapprehen- 
ſions may conſiſt with theſe Hopes, and what cannot, and 


ſupport all with Evidence clear and inconteſtible ; for this 


may ſurely be inſiſted __ when all a Man's future Hopes 
are depending. And I defire you would afterward go on 
to prove, that no Man can have any Foundation for future 
Hope, who has any Miſapprehenfion concerning the divine 
Nature and Perfections, or at leaſt that you would very 
plainly, and certainly, diſtinguiſh the Miſapprehenfions that 
may, from thoſe which cannot conſiſt with theſe Hopes. 
For the Doctrine of the Trinity cannot be more ar the 


Foundation of Chriſtianity, than that of the divine Nature 
and PerfeCtions is at the Foundation of a/ Religion. And 
yet lam ſure, that a little Wit, with a good Mixture of Spite 


and Pride, may conſtruc a Miſtake about the Nature and 
Perfections of Gov, into Herefy, Blaſphemy, Taolatry, A. 
theiſm, and what not; as it is but too common in the pre- 
ſent Controverſy, and almolt a crhcrs about Religion. 


Ax till you have ſettled this Matter, I defire you would 


not juſtify Congregations 77 a Limp, in their Demand 
that a Miniſter ſhould lay ig (or what hey eſteem right) 
Apprehenſions concerning the Doctrine of the Trinity, as 
the Foundation of all his future Hopes. For if all Miſap- 
prehenſion about it takes away all Foundation of Hope, I 
am afraid the Chriſtian World will have but little Founda- 
tion for Hope left. And how you will, from the Word of 


ö Gon, be able certainly fo diſtinguiſh, thoſe Miſapprehenſi- t 


eus that will inevitably deſtroy our Hows: from thole that 
may {till leave us ſome Foundation, I do not at preſent 
clearly ſee. However, it is a thing deſerves Fo cloſe and 
ſerious Conſideration, and you would much oblige the 


Church and the Morld with the Reſult. Do not pronounce 
at a venture, but let us particularly know what Miſtaxes, 
concerning the Trinity, will deſtroy all the Foundations of 
our Hopes, and what may leave us ſome, And let it g's 
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23 from the Word of Gop, that you are not utter- 
ing your o. Mind but his, and then give it all the Reputa- 
tion you can. 3 EE 

Bur above all; I defire you would make it appear, that 
it is not enough, for the nece//ary Satisfattion of a People as 
to the Soundneſs of their Miniſter's Faith, that he preach 
and defend the Truth, without bſeribing it. Prove it to 
be an Ordinance of Go p, that a Miniſter ſhould not only 
in the beſt Manner he can, preach and defend the Doctrine 
of the Trinity, but moreover, ſet his Hand to your Roll :* 
And that a People have a Right to demand, that he renew 
his Subſcription, as often as zhey think it reaſonable, or are 
dut upon it to ſatisfy or humour the Jealouſies of others. 

therwiſe you will never perſuade the World, however 
confident your ſelf may be, that this People have ated 
agrecably to all their Rights as Men and Chriſtians, if they 
did indeed demand, all that you ſay, their preſent Miniſter 
has done, and promiſed to do, for their Satisfaction. 
Ix this, I fay, be Matter of Fact. For I hope you have 
in this Relation neither miſrepreſented him nor them, and 
that all your ſeemng Commendations will not prove at laſt 
real and groſs Calumnies. It is out of all doubt, I ſuppole; 
that this People in a Body (for tis to the Body, not any 
particular Perſons, you are paying your Compliment in this 


Preface) did demand what you ſay their Miniſter has done, 


Y as neceſſary to their Satisfaction: And he, no doubt, has 


done all that hey demanded. The Body of that People 
were not ſatisfied with his Declarations from the Pujpit, 
in Terms as plain, ſtrong and unerceptionabièe as could be 
defired, till he had given the neceſſary Satisfaction under 
his Hand. They required he ſhould fign your Roll: f and 
with this Demand he readily complied, and moreover pro- 
miſed, that he would be ready at all Times, to give reaſon- 
able Proof, of his ſteady Adherence to the Doctrine thus 


At leaſt, to ſomewhat of equal Validity. + Indeed, this is non 


. 


ſaid in ſo many Words, as had before obſerved, p. 8. Nor can any, 


who will compare both Paſſages, take me in this Senſe here. But 4 


| Man, in common Speech, may be ſaid to ſay, what he does not expreſly 


aſſert, if his Words, are apt, and ſeem delignerh to convey ſuch à Meatie 
ing. The Generality of your Readers, whos knew no more of the Mar- 
ter than you have thought fit ro communicate, did thus apprehend you, 
indeed all with whom F have converſed. Aud thought thereupon (till 
better inform d) that Mr. Denham did ſign, or at leaſt, expreſs himſelf 
willing to figh; and that once and again, your Roll. And by your 
Way of Expreſſion, you ſeem to me, not at all unwilling, this laſt Sen- 
timent "a leaſt, ſhould paſs on th World, if your Words can fairly bear 
other Ingetfetgrin, =. _ 
pi * 1 


ſubſcribed to, and that as the only Foundation on which 
he builds all his future Hopes, and this not only by preaching 
and defending it, but by ſubſcribing again to it, when he 
Mall be called in a proper Manner. This is all naked Fact, 
without the leaſt Colouring or Art, Neither the People 
nor their Miniſter are at all miſrepreſented. Mr. Reynolds, 
tho? ſo jealous of others, has yet acted ſo plain, and open, 
and honeſt a Part in all Inſtances, and with all Perſons, ſince 
the Change of the Queſtion at, Salter's-Hall, down to the 

Ejedction of his Aſſiſtant, and his laſt Funeral Performances, 
that none who knows the Man, can righteouſly ſuſpe& him, 
of varying a Title from the Truth in this Narration. 

Bur though we mult not queſtion your Veracity in this 
Relation, I hope we may rs rs with you, for the kind 
Cenſures on your Brethren, tacked to it. | 

How happy had it been (ſay you) if all inthe Miniſtry 
had been as frank and open, as ready and free to own their 
Principles, in the fame Manner as my Brother has expreſſed 
himſelf willing to do. Let me here ask you have you no 
Jealouſies and Suſpicions that ſome in the Miniſtry, are not 
throughly in the Doctrine with you ? If not, why all this 

Clamour ? Whence this violent Diſpleaſure againit them; 
Why muſt they who are unſiſpectea, purge themſelves ? If 
yea, you have either juſt Grounds for your Suſpicions, or 
not. If not, you _ them by the Suſpicion, and you 
ought to repent of the Wrong, and ask Pardon for it, both 
of GOD and Them, inſtead of bringing them to the Teſt, 
to cure your, not godly Zealouſres, but, evil Surmiſings. 
But if you have juſt Grounds, then what is the Senſe of 
this Paragraph? How happy a Thing would it be, if all 
zu the Miniſtry, Heretics and others, would be frank and 
open, ready and free to own their Principles, lay them at 
the Bottom of their Hopes, give reaſonable Proof of their 
Ready Adherence ro them at all Times, and this by preach- 
ing them up, by defending them, and ſubſcribing to them ! 
How happy a Thing would it be for every Heretic in the 
Miniftry, or ſuch as Mr. Reynolds juſtly ſuſpects for ſuch, 
to ſtand bound by ſuch Engagements ! Oh the Good that 
would be done by it! | | | | 
O are we to underſtand you thus, How happy had it 
been if all in the Miniſtry had openl 89 the ſame 
Principles. your Brother has done, _ in the ſame Man- 
ner, whether they believed them or not? How happy a 
Thing it would be to make Men Hypocrites, that they may 
not be cried down for Heretics! e Se e 5 

Ox, would you by all in the Miniftry be underſtood of 
all that are orthodox oy? How happy were it if they 

would 


3 a 
— frank and open in owning their Principles in the 
Ma 


8 Same Manner your Brother has expreſſed himſelf willing. 
Is zo 40! Miniſters, I think, might be frank and open in 
9 


owning their Principles in this Manner, according to your 
le Account of it, and yet be cloſe and covered Heretics all the 
while, though, perhaps, not Arian ones. I know none among 
Ny your nonſubſcribing — but, when they have RY 


4 themſelves called to it in a proper Manner, have been full 
as open and frank as yo, in declaring their Principles, and 
Sy ww as reaſonable Proofs of the Soundneſs of their Faith, 
n, though they do not think fit to fign your ) Roll, and though - 
they think no Doctrines of mere Revelation are to be made 
us fundamental to Salvation, or even brotherly Communion 
d khat cannot be expreſſed in the Words of the Revelation 
it ſelf, nor all that can, unleſs is Streſs be manifeſtly laid 
* upon them in the Scriptures. May we not appeal to our 
* Hearers, nay, to the Conſciences of our Brethren? May 


2 not ſeveral of us appeal to the World for the Truth of 
" this? But preaching the Doctrine, defending it, nay, pub- 
92 liſhing our Belief to the World, is not being frank and o- 


we pen enough, unleſs we'll ſet our Names to an human Form, 
13 as an Evidence of our Soundneſs in the Chriſtian Faith. 

If Nay, we muſt now lay the Foumdation of all our future 
of Hope on the Faith thus expreſſed. This, I think, is car- 


ou rying the Matter beyond the S1bſcri#tion at Salter's-Hall, 
th Indeed, I had no Inclination to fign the Roll then, nor had 
it, | Lever the Honour to ſee it fince (though I had an Offer 
. made me, by one pretty deep in the Affair, that it ſhould be 
of deſtroyed, it I would hinder the Advices being ſent to Exe- 


all rer; but I never did hear it was prefaced with Quicunque 
ad vlt. But, how happy would it be, if every Miniſter would 
at come to you, and ſet his Hand to it with this 7ezxv Preface ! 
„How wonderful a Thing is this ſb/cr:brug! How potent 
h. a Charm is there in it! Though it be done in an Heat, in 


n « a Corner, in Breach of all Syucdical Order, and contrary ta 
a Vote of Aembly, it will yet ſpread a Man's Fame through 
ch, the whole World. It will convey his Name, with Honour, 
at to the very Tip of the Tail of Time. It will confute He- 

reſies; and confound Heretics. It will preſerve the Faith, 


it better than preaching and defending it. In ſhort, it is 
ne Minerva's Shield, with the Gorgon's Head. in it. It will 
* turn every Heretic to Stone, that will but look at it. If 
4 Miniſters would but ſubſcribe, actum eſt de Arianis. Fare- 
ay well Arianiſm. What a Fondneſs have Men for their own 


Inventions! Oh! how happy had it been, if the Gop of 
of | all Wiſdom had but conſulted fome of his Creatures, when 
cy he ſettled the Charter of the Church, and gave out his Re- 
u * | P 2 velations! 


* 
- 


4 eee 
Fa elations ! How. much better had the Faith been preſer- ¶ 4; 
I ved ! And how ſurprizing is it, that this goodly Method of WF 
| ſubſcribing the Doctrines of Chriſtianity in a Form of if a; 
1 Moras of Men's deviſing, ſhould never come into the Mind Þ 1 
1 f Gow, or if it did, that he ſhould never ſay one Word | 6, 
| of it, from one End of the Bible to the other ſuc 
2 Bur how happy had it been, indeed, for the Church IF vx 
"io and World, if this Merhod of ſubſcribing, had never come in 
15 into the Mind of Men, more than into the Mind of G0 D! ko 
If, as that holy Man, Mr. Baxter *, expreſſes it, the Devil 15 
= had never put on his Goos, ſtept into the infallible Chair. Le 
W | and in a Fit of reverend Zeat, taken upon him to prelerve ne 
| and perfect the Faith of the Church ! This was png 10 
1 Pandora's Box. Had not Satan turned Orthodox, an 
| tempted Chriſtian Miniſters to make, and mend, and enlarge Þ yo 
Creeds, and prevent and cure Hereſy by Subſcription to i we 
rhein own Terms and Forms, Peace and Truth had been | for 
| much better preſerved than they have been, or ever will 11 
| be, till this Exgiuc of the Devil, as that good and wiſe Bth: 
| Man calls it, be overthrown. Try <6 
| You go on, Aud would it not be an effectual Means 10 
| ſtop the growing Miſchief are all bewail, if ſomething of the be; 
| like Nature (with Subſcription you mean) or of equal Vali- | M 
| dity, might be agreed on? I could fall upon my Knees, and Tl 
| 
| 


— ng: 


— 


beſeech it in the Boꝛvels of Chriſt. Very pathetic it muſt be ha 
owned, and ſhews great Concern to carry a Point. But you co 
know, there are Thouſands in the World would an'wer, that 
this is no Mean to ſtop any Miſchief that we all bewail z cu 
but a direct Mean to promote as great a Miſchief as any no 
we can hewail. It will neither prevent the Miſchief of ca- th 
| louſy, Hereſy, or Diſcord amongſt Brethren. *It is not a 01 
* Mean in its own Nature 77, nor inſtituted by Go v, nor effe- tr 
| Cual when tried. And it is the moſt direct Mean in the ſh 
| World, to introduce hyranny into the Church, and ſettle it IP. 
in it. And the Reaſons for this have been ſo often mention- . to 
"= ed, and ſo little Reaſon advanced againſt it, that askin 
| this Queſtion in the moſt moving Manner, is not likely to Fe 
F Directions about Peace of Conſcience, Dire#. xxvi. I would beg an 
I Leave to recommend the whole Paſſage to your ſerious Conſideration, th. 
| becauſe you will there find we are not the firſt among the Nonconfors N. 
maſts, who have laid impoſed Subſcriptions to Forms and Terms of Men's kn 
aeviſtng at the Foundation of Poetry, or thought them an Impeachment of 
the Perfection and Swfficiency of Scripture, and therein a Reproach to 
| Chriſt, his Spirit and Apoſtles, yea, and the Chriſtian Faith: As implyi ras 
that his Word will not afford a Creed a Syſtem of Fundamentals, or no 
ö Hoints afſeluusely neceſſary to Salvation, and brotherly Communion, in 0 
33 I or tolerabie Pluaſes, bt the Language, at leaſt, muſt be mended. ro. 

3 © ? " a N do 


— 


—— ͤ ͤSÜ— ——— —— IR Ie FRA 2A ry 
r N > 


TT TR Cee OO —ñ„ͤœ—:U r — yg — ——— — were IE — — — — 
— — — — — - — —— - — 4" -—- — — — — — - — — — * * w 
— * — * — 2 f . A A ——— — — — — — — — —— U ů EE — — v — — — 
— — — — bs __ 
9 Ly 1 * 
% 


* 


* n RO 
* N * VOY F 9 
ae 
"” 2 


l ( 85 
do much in this Controverſy, with thoſe that underſtand it. 
Lou would beſeech us in the Bowels of Chriſt, to do what? 
Any thing that Chriſt has appointed, and required zo be 
| done ? Shew us his Authority for it, and I hope you ſhall 
find us ready to comply, and ſave you the Trouble of all 
ſuch lowly and pathetick Intreaties. If it be ſomewhat for 
which you have no Authority from Chrift, we beſeech you 
in our Turn, that we may be left to judge whether it be fit 
to be done at all, and whey (if it be — ſo) we are to do 
it. If you will not leave us this Liberty, you muſt give me 
Leave to ſay, this Fit of Lowlineſs is only Craft in a recom- 


mending Diſguiſe. The mere Humility of the Servus Ser- 


vorum Dei. You will fall down on your Knees, and be- 
ſeech us to ſay after you, and do what you bid us, and leave 
you to be Judge and Director what we are to do, and when 
we muſt do it. This, I apprehend, is a little too aſſuming 
for ſo very humble a Man. And, to beſeech us to do this 
in the Bowels of Chriſt, is, I think, making too bold with 
that glorious Name, though you may miſtake it for an 
Overflozy of Zeal for the Honour of our Lord. a 
Io v tell us of many Thoughts, which, according to th 
beft of your poor Capacity, you have had concerning this 
Matter, and are pleaſed to give us the Reſu't of them. 
This I defire you would re-examine. Perhaps you may 
have Occaſion to ſee Things in another Light, when you 


conſider what Thoughts other People have of them. 


Yov cannot ſee, you ſay, any Objection ſufficient to e- 
cuſe thoſe, who are throughly in the Doctrine with you. (For 
not ſigning with you, I ſuppoſe, you mean:) But who are 
theſe? Are you thoroughly in the Doctrine with yorr ſelf? 
Or all that ſigned your Roll, are they thorongly in the Do- 
Qrine ævith you ? Þ hope not, for the Credit of Difſenters. I 
ſhould be loth to have it appear, that the Majority of their 
Paſtors in this City (which you have boaſted your ſelves 
to be) have gone off from the Catholick Faith in this great 
Article, and diſown, as well as you, the Generation of the 
ſecond, and Proceſſion of the third Perſon in the Trinity. - 
What would have been branded as Hereſy, in everyChurch 
and Age, and by every Council fꝛom the earlieſt Times, to 
the preſent, I hope is not the Faith of all that ſigned your 

doll. But if you differ from one another, how ſhall it be 
known who is zhoroughly in the Doctrine <rith you ? Set- 
ting your Hands to the fame Words, will not prove, it 
leems, that you are thoroughly in the Doctriue with one a- 


nother. And I hope you will find none of thoſe whom 
ou deem inexcuſable tor not figning with you, are ſo tho- 
Fog hy departed from the Doctrine of the Catholic Church, 
N a8 


23 you are. They do not think that in Revenge to tho A. 
rians this is to be renounced. And as the Caſe ſtands, 
ou have much more need of an Excuſe, for ſetting up 
our ſelf as a Standard, and requiring Men to ſubſcribe, 


thren have for refuſing to ſet their Hands to your Roll. 

Bu x let it be ſuppoſed, you were thoroughly in the 
Doctrine of the Catholic Church; was it not worth while to 
have conſidered whether thev who are as catholic as yor!, 
but did not think fit to fign your Roll, had any Occaſion for 
an Excuſe, before you took upon you to examine whether 
any had been made for them that was ſufficient”? You 
know very well, they thought themſelves under no Ob1:- 
gation to ſubſcribe, and therefore wanted no Excuſe for 
uf doing it. In a free Action it was ſufficient for them that 
they thought it inconvenient, and this ſhould have been fut- 
ficient for yo. They humbly hope, they are under no Ob- 


ligation immediately to follow you, in all your Sentiments 


and Practices. They have ſome Liberty of their own, and 
do not want a formal Excuſe for every Action, wherein 
they venture to differ from you. Had you competent Au. 
thority to require their Subſcription, you' might look for 
an Excuſe for their not complying with it: But as Matters 
now ſtand, between Equals, your onſubſeribing Brethren 
had as much Rcaſon, at leait, to expect an — from yor!, 
for yorrr Action, as you had, to expect from them an Excuſe 
for thetrs. | | 
Tus true, they thought fit to give you and the World, 
fome | Reaſons why they did not ſubſcribe. But I beſeech 
vou, Sir, let them ſtand for Reaſons, not Erxcnſes, for which 
they had no Occafion. But had they indeed wanted ene, 
you have, in my Opinion, taken Care to provide them a 
ſufficient one, | 

For my cn Part, ſay you, I can never think Ideſer: 


any quit Principles of Separation from the eſtabliſhed} 


Church, ar of the old Nonconformiſts, by my voluntary 
 ſegning evith my Hand, arhat [firmly believe in my Heart; 
but rather, that I bring a Reproach on my Separation, if 1 
refufe that which I can do without Sin; for thereby Tthink 
I ſhould give a juſt Occaſion to others, to impute my Refuſal 
70 Humour and not to Conſcience. Sir, permit me to put you 
in Mind, beſides that you have wholly miſtaken the Caſe, 
that. this is an Air of writing very im roper ſor this Subject. 
Yeu might have imputed their Kefuſal to Humour, perhaps, 
and not to Conſcience, when they refuſed what they cord 
49 without Sin, had you been their Dioceſan, and required 
their Subſcription in Virtue of their Canonical ig 1) 

This 


—— 


who are throug hly in the Doctrine with you, than your Bre- 


A. 


afal 
you 
ale, 
ect. 
aps, 
wy 
red 


Ice. 


This 


2 ſubſcribing Brethren ? Could their igning 
tary, when in their Judgment it was a ra 


Wes 4 
This Air might become a Biſhop of the Church, as by 
Law eſtabliſhed, or a Champion for its Canons and Con- 
ſtitutions : But it is ſomewhat too aſſuming in a private 
Miniſter, without the Pales of a legal Eſtabliſhment, and 


to whom his Brethren owe no Canonical Obedience that I 


know of (I ſpeak under Correction, however, if l am mi- 
taken) and who have an eu Right to impute your ſub- 
{cribing in Oppoſition to them, to Iſumomr, and not to Con- 
Tience, ſeeing you might have let it alone without Sin. 
And what Foundation is there for this aſſuming Air? Were 
your Brethren obliged to conſider or regard, what private 
Men were doing, when they withdrew diforderly from 
them, as if it had the Authority of a legal Convocation, or 
the Force of an Act of Parliament? To take fo much upon 
you, and claim ſo much Authority over your Brethren, 
I am ſure is to deſert the jſt Principles of the eld Non- 
conformiſts, and as I verily hope of the modern ones too. 

I can never think, ſay you, that Ideſert, &c. by what? 
My voluntary ſigning with my Hand what I believe in my 
Heart. Is not this a manifeſt Change of the Queſtion be- 
tween you and your Brethren, put upon the World for tho 
State of it? Who would not think that by vcluntany here, 
muſt be underſtood a figning according to Judgment, and 
out of free Choice? But is this the Caſe of any of your Non- 
be thus volun- 
and ill- adviſed 
Action, and like to be attended with no Advantage, but 
many miſchievous Effects? Lou may call it volantany as 
long as you pleaſe, but it was not ſo 1 it ſelf, nor could be 
ſo to them, when their Judgment muſt be over-ruled, when 
if they did not conform to you, they muſt fall under your 
heavy Diſpleaſure, and all the Pains and Penaltics attend-. 
ing it. They thought it an Impofition hen, and as Matters 
have fince been managed, they are fully convinced of it 


now. And ſo you have helped them to an Excuſe, which 


yourſelf muſt allow. For to ſubmit to an Impoſition, without 
ſufficient Reaſon, or any ſhew of Authority, is what they 
cannot ao without Sin. | | 
I cannot but take Notice here, that it is by thus chang- 
ing the Queſtion, that you commonly endeavour to excuſe 
your ſelves. Perhaps, more from Miſtake than Deſigu, at 
leaft, I would hope fo. But pray, Sir, who ever ſet a volun- 
tary /igning with your Hand what you believe in your 
Heart, againſt any Principles of Separation from the Eſta- 
bliſhment, or of the Nonconformiſts, whether old or young? 
But 2 voluntany Subſcription is one thing, and an imfaſed 
Subſcription is another, And one may contradict _ inſt 
| | riu- 


r 
Principles; &c. when the other does not. For my own 
Part, I always took it, that ee of all Kinds, 
whether to Liturgies or Articles, had been a Grievance to 
our Fathers, as well as to us. Tho' rather than be rendered 
utterly uncapable of publick Uſefulneſs, they and we have 


ſubmitted to the Hardſhip, and ſubſcribed to ſome of the 


xxxix Articles; and hat which you ſubſcribed among the 
reſt; and ſome which you and others of your Brethren, 
can hardly ſubſcribe again, without a Change in your = 
ſent Principles. Put that Subſcriptions of this Sort, have 
been deemed Hardſhips, by . Fathers, as well as by 
28, ſhould, I think, need no Proof. I ſhall only put you in 


Remembrance, that Mr. Baxter, when he came to ſub- | 


ſcribe in 1689, gave in an Explication of the Articles, in 
which many of his Brethren concurred, which was prefaced 
with a * Miſh that GOD's own Word might be taken for 
the ſufficient Terms of our Conſent and Concord, in order to 
Union and Communion. I know not whether you'll admit 
this for a Principle of the o Nonconformiſts, or whether 
you will think it a jaaſt one, or whether if it be admitted 
for juſt, you'll think you have deſerted it or no, I do not 


ſay, by your volumtany Subſcription, for that is no Debate 


berwceen us, but, by inſiſting on a Subſcription by others, 
who cannot be voluntary, that is, can never be free to it, 
or do it with good Liking. This I take to have been the 
Caſe of Nonconformiſts in all Times. The Impoſition they 
diſtiked, and proteſted againſt, even when they could law- 


fully have complied with the Ting enjoyned, and have done 


ſo in ſome Inſtances rather than be wholly uſeleſs. 

AN D Impaſition, doubtleſs, you are ready to diſclaim, 
and, in your own Caſe, I am apt to think would be as rea- 
dy to complain of it. Far be it from you to impoſe a Sub- 
ſcription to any human Terms or Forms whatever, as a 


Condition of being admitted to the Miniſtry in general, or | 


the Charge of a particular Congregation. This might be 
a Deſertion of the Principles of Nonconfermity. But 
you can never think you deſert them by voluntary ſigning. 
True. Your 027 volintary Signing, [whether your 049 or 
other Men's Woras,] is a Thing wherein you are at Liberty. 
You may do it if you pleaſe. But what if I voluntarily for- 
bear ? 795 Iat my Liberty too? If fo, there is no Harm 
done. But will you take no Meaſures to make me do it 
voluntarily, whether ISπι or 20? The Principles of Non- 
conformity might poſſibly be deſerted, ſhould you make meg 
ſubſcribe 12vo{r1ntarily, But when Mr. Denham is made 


n 8 
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br. Calamy's Abtidgwent, Vel 1. P. 369. 


to 


| E | 
to do it voluntarily, that he may be admitted Paſtor to a 
Congtegation, and Mr. Read or others are ejected or — | 
jected. or have their Maintenance in whole or in Part 
with-held] for being involuntany, or not willing to ſub- 
ſcribe *, all the Principles of Nonconformity are lafe. 

Wu N you add Hat it would caſt a Reproach on your 
Separation, if you did refuſe what you can do without Sin, 
Sc. I doubt you caſt Reproach on your ſelf and the whole 
Body of Nonconformiſts, and make them appear as ated 
more by Humour than by Conſcience. Whether this be 
your 027 Caſe, is your on Concern ; but I am very loth 
ſuch an Imputation ſhould lie on the hole Body: Give 


me Leave here to ask you, Do you verily believe all that 


is required by the Eſtabliſhment, which yet you refuſe to do, 
is utterly unlawful to be done, or cannot be done wwithour 
Sin? I think you refuſe to uſe their Liturgy, or any Part 
of it, in your publick Miniſtrations ; but do you believe 
that it can be uſed, neither i V hole, nor in Part with- 
out Sin? This may poſſibly be yr Senſe; but I am fully 
aſſured many of the ancient Nonconformiſts would have 
thought the uſe of much of it lawful. Nay, many of them 
did uſe it in Part, before it was enjoined by Law, I mean 
in the Interval between the Reſtoration and Bartholomew 
AR, who after its Impoſition uſed no Part of it in their 
public Miniſtrations. This is Demonſtration to me, that 
what you lay down as the only juſt Principle of Separa- 
tion, was no Principle of theſe o Nonconformiſts at all. 
They thought a Spirit of Impoſition was to be oppoled, 
though many of the Things enjoined might hc done with- 
out Sin. They declared againſt impoſed Suliſeriptions, 
whatever they contained, as infringing Chriſtian Liberty. 
Tris the Nonſubſeribers take to be their own Caſe,and 
you muſt not only ſtate, but prove it to be; otherwiſe; be- 
fore they can alter their Judgment concerning it. Indeed, 
for our Conviction you add; I junge my ſubſcribing to be no 
Infringement of Qhriſtian Liberty, wh11/t 126 compulſive 
Methods are uſed, to oblige me to do what I take to be ſin- 
Ful, or to ſubſcribe to what I do not believe. Bur I hope 
you judge thus of the Nature of Chriſtian Liberty for your 
ſelf only, and will permit others to judge of it as well as 
you. Now, Sir, there are many that judge, and, as I think, 
with very good Renſon, that it is an Infringement of Chriſti- 
an Liberty, to uſe compulſive Methods, to oblige Men to 
do even what they take nor to be ſinful, or to ſubſeribe all 
that they believe: For as much as this is cohining where 


* Or anſwer to Satisfaftion de inquirendis, which, in my Account, is 
; E Gov 


much the ſame 


r ** 
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Gor has left at Liberty, and making nece/ary what he 
has left indifferent. This I am ſure was the Opinion of all 
thoſe great Men among the Noncomſurmiſts, who oppoſed 
the Impoſition of Kneeling at the Sacrament, who yet in 
Practice declared, they did not think it iu ro receive in 
that Poſture. And I profeſs I ſhould have been ſtartled to 
hear Chriſtian Liberty thus ſtated, by any calling himſelf 
a Difſenter, who has ever conſidered the Caſe of ina - 
rent T hings, as argued between the Churchmen and his 
Brethren ; but that I have lived long enough to be convin- 
ced, that Men may write againſt Impoſitions, with an in- 
poſing Spirit, and cry down Im poſitions on themſelves as 
an Infringement of Chriſtian Liberty, whilſt they can im- 
pole upon others, and bear them down all the _ that 
they make no Breach upon Chriſtian Liberties. In ſhort, 
all Men 1 find are very much ſet on juſtifying themſelves. 
And moſt Men rather than own a Ylunder i Pas dige will 
fly in the Face of their Principles: Or elſe they have one 
Set of Principles to defend themſelves againſt the Encroach- 
ments of others, and a quite contrany Set to juſtify their 
Encroachments on others. | 1 5 | 
ou cannot jee that your ſubſcribing is any Tufringe- 
ment, &c. Your ſubſcribing what you believe-confidered 
as a free Act, and ſtript of all Circumſtances, is no man- 
ner of Debate between yor and us. You may preach a Ser- 
mon on any Truth of the Goſpel, and ſtate any Doctrine 
of it, and publiſh it when — 1p done, with your Name 
to it. This is only uſing your 63 Liberty, without In- 
fringement of any Man's. 'The Subſcription in Debate be- 
tween us, is either a voluntany ſubſeribing to a Form of 
Words of Men's deviſing, without any Warrant from Gon, 
for detecting, and diggracing, and rendring uſeleſs, and per- 
haps ruining and dcſtroying thoſe who cannot pronounce 
Shibboleth : Or elſe, a Subſcri ption impaſed upon us, with- 
out any juſt Reaſon, and againſt our Judgment and Incli- 
nation. By the former we think we ſhould break in upon 


the Chriſtian Liberty of others : By the latter we ſhould | 


ſuffer Infraction of ozr 02v,, Whereas by a voluntary Sub- 
ſeription in the former Senſe neither would be done. 


Tov, it ſeems, are of Opinion that it is no Breach up- 


on your Chriſtian Liberty 70 oblige yon to ſign what you ao 
believe, though it might, to force you to ſign what you do 
Not believe. | 

Bor here let me ask a Queſtion, either it is known, be- 
fore your compulſive Methods are uſed, that I believe what 
F am to ſign, or it is not? If it be, for what End am I 


forced to ſign? If it be not, forcing me to ſign muſt ac- 


cording 


it AD e 
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eording to you, infringe u my Chriſtian Liberty. For, 
according to you, this would be done by compelling a Man 
ro ſign what he believes not. And when what he believes 
is unknown, the uſing Force to make him ſubſcri be, is cer- 
tainly ufing it where it may be injuriouſly applied, and 
where the Perſons who uſe it, know not but it 75s injuriouſſy 
applied, even according to you. This cannot but be break- 
ing in upon Chriſtian Liberty. He can have no very tender 
Regard for Chriſtian Liberty, who right or wrong will 
uſe comprl/ive Methods to make Men ſubſcribe. 

B ur ſuppoſe it fully known that I believe what you 
would com*ec! me to ſabſcribe, only let it be ſuppoſed at 
the ſame Time, that I am perſuaded in my ſelf, that this 
ſubfribing Forms of Men's deviſing as a Teſtimony that I 


believe the Tyuths of GOD, and as a Mark of Difſcrimi- 


nation between Orthodox and Heretics, is an Invention of 
Men without the leaſt Shadow of a divine Inſtitution for it, 
and therefore in it ſelf an Infringment of Chriſtian Liber- 
: Thatit is, in Mr. Baxter's Phraſe, an Engine of Satan 
to defame the Scriptures, to reproach Chriſt and his Spirit, 
and the Chriſtian Faith, and to deſtroy Truth and Peace: 
Not only utterly uvnexpedient but infinitely miſchievous, 
and the very Baſis and Support of Popery. May compul- 
ſive Merhods be uſed to make me, with ſuch a Set of 
Thoughts, ſign ſuch a Form, becauſe I believe it, without 
any Infringement of my Chriſtian Liberty? I trow not. 
HowE VER, compulſive Methods, 1 perceive,” may be 
uſed with thoſe who will not do what you bid them, pro- 
vided they are of your Side the Queſtion : They may be 
forced to ſign what they do believe. How ſo? Is not this 
a Matter of Liberty, a Thing indifferent which they may 
do or let alone? This is acknowledged expreſsly in the next 
Sentence. And is it no Infringment of Chriſtian Rowe 
to compel me to do what, y 0772, I may let alone, an 
I think I were much better let alone ? It ſeems not. | 
AN p this I ſuppoſe muſt ſtand for a Juſtification of 
all the compulſive Methods you and others have uſed to 
oblige your Brethren to ſubſcribe to at they believe. 
Thanks be to Go p, it was not in your Power to ſhut our 
Mouths, nor to get the Doors of our own Places of Wor- 
ſhip ſhut againſt Us: But you have endeavoured heartily, 
that the good People, who attend your Miniftry, ſhould ſtop 
their Ears, and rouſe their Reſentments, and open their 
Mouths againſt us. Several of you are entred into an un- 
chriſtian Combination to diſown, expoſe and ſhun us: 
And have often made it your Buſineſs, upon the moſt ſo- 
lemn Oc:afions, inſtead of — your ſelves for your 
| | 2 | own 


e r 

av: Sins, to defame and reproach your Brethren, and en- 
flame and exaſperate the People againſt them, who, in the 
1 of their Hearts, take all for Goſpel that you 
good Men ſay to them: Nay, to tell Tales to G o D Al. 
mighty againſt us, and make the bittereſt Complaints to 
him, as if you thought him ſech an one as your ſelves, and 
hoped to raiſe his Reſentments againſt your Brethren, to as 
high a Pitch as you have raiſed your own. The Gop of all 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom, be ſure muſt be angry or pleaſed 
juſt as you are. Who after this can doubt, Whether you 
would uſe chen Methods of Compulſion, were they in 
your Power, and clap us into Priſon as well as caſt 15 01t 
of the Synagogite? For ſince it is 20 Tnfringment of Chri- 
ſtian Liberty to force Men to ſubſcribe what they believe, 
it can be none to continue the Force, or to lay no more, till 
h do ſubſcribe. Is not this goodly pleading for Noncon- 

ormity ? | | 1 

Tuxs ſurely, for you would not have Men forced to 
ſign what they 40 not believe, but what they do: So that 
here is Room for Diſſenters to eſcape Perſecution ſtill. 
But would you not have them Fe to ſtand a Tryal, 
whether they believe, what you would force Believers to 
ſign? And would you not have ZBelievers compell'd to 
ſign, that Heretics may be marked, Nigro Carbone notati? 
Jet Gow forbid you ſhould be a Creed or a Teſt-maker, or 
do any thing grievous and hurtful to Heretics, be/4cs 
branding them. Nor need you do much more. Fix the 
Brand on a Man, and his Buſineſs is done. He mult be 
immediately excluded the Society of Chriſtians. He is to 
be deemed and treated as a Prblican, and yet grudged the 
being one. He muſt not only be deprived of all preſent 
Subſiſtence, but barred all ways to it fer the future. And 
all all be traduced at leaſt as Favorrers of Hereſy, who 
would help him into a Station to get his Bread, The Peo- 
pe need not be halioo'd when the Man is ſtigm»tized. 
MWhence it is, I know not, but Hereſy and Schiſm have, in 
all Times, been much more the Objects of popular Ha- 
tred, than the moſt flagrant Inſtances of Impiety and Im- 
morality. The People will hate and burn an Heretic, when 
they will hug and careſs a common Tncendiary or a Mur- 
therer. It is an Qbſervation of Dr. * Geddes, that the 
People in Portugal would fee an Heretic burned with an 
Air of the greateſt Satisfaction and Triumph, when the 
- moſt infamous Criminal could not go to Execution, but 
the ſame Perſons would ſhew evident Marks of Tender- 


© * Miſcellaneous Tracts, Vol. 1. p. 450. 5 ENT ON 


nie, mt Yen OOO by 2h hon 


K wh, dA OO 44 


L˖ 37 | 


neſs and Compaſſion. And ſurely this is not a Temper of 
Mind peculiarly of the Growth of Portgal and Popiſh 


Countries, though it grows moſt rank under the Influence 
of the Inquiſition. And upon mentioning the Inquiſition, I 
cannot forbear ſaying, that the «hw a Trap to catch 
Heretics with a Proteſtation againſt Perſecution, is the good- 
ly Method of that Office cloſed up with an Obteſtation 772 
the Boxvels of Chriſt to the ſecular Powers, when the He- 
retic is delivered up into their Hands to be burnt, ct to 
touch an Hair of his Head. | 

B u r you go on, if I have. Reaſin to judge thoſe as weak 
Perſons, who 11:/iſt on it (meaning Subſcription) I may pity 
them, but, rather than diſturb or grieve them, [ſhould think 
it honourable in me, to condeſcend in Things indifferent 20 
their Weakneſs, according to the Example of the Apoſtle, 
x Cor. ix. 22. To the Weak, became I as weak, that 
might gain the Weak. Now it ſeems Subſcription is a- 
mong the indifferent Things. Why then ſo great a Streſs 
laid on it? Why ſo much ado about it? Do you find your 
ſelf the more inclined to do a Thing, the leſs needful it is? 
But perhaps we do not reckon the Subſcription under De- 
bate, ſuch an indifferent. Thing as you here repreſent it. 
We are very ſure it is no Inſtitution of G ov. We can- 
not ſee it to be ncedful or uſeful to preſerve the Faith of 
the Goſpel atany Time,and many Times it has been made 
uſe of to deſtroy it. We do not ice any great Good it e- 
ver did or can do, but we apprehend it apt to do Miſchief, 
and that much has been done by jt, in all Ages, And we 
can't place ſuch a Thing in the Alas of mere Indifferents, 
8 we may ſometimes think our ſelves ſo circumſtan- 
ced, as that we may lafully ſubſcribe, | 

Bur let it be as indifferent as you would here have it, 
Jam ſurprized to hear you talk of it in this Manner, and 
ſeriouſly mentioning the Example of the Apoſtle on this 
Argument. For in good Earneit when to the Weak St. 
Paul became as weak, that he might gain the Weak, doth 
it mean, that in all Matters of Prudence, he gave up his 


Judgment to the weak and imprudent? Or that in all Mat- 


ters of Liberty, he gave up his Liberty to thoſe wha were 
ſo weak as to require it? When any were ſo weak as to 
make nece//ary what Gop had left different, did this A- 
poſtle always comply with them? Was this Yig Way of 
condeſcending to the Weakneſs of others? Was it on this 
Principle he exhorted the Galatians to * tand faſt in the 
Liberty wwherewith Chriſt had madę them free, and by no 
Means comply with their Weakneſs, who would entangle 


them crith a Toke of Bondage? Was it on this Principle that 


r.. | | | he 


FFP 
| | 1 abi Uto Peter to the Face at Antioch, becauſe he was A 
| Jo complaifant to the Weakneſs and Paſſions of thoſe of 
| the Circumciſion, and complied fo finfully with their Im- 5 
1 \roy Peter might have argued in your Way, I have g 
Reaſon 70 judge theſe Judaizers are weak Perſons, I pity 
them, but rather than diſturb or gtieve them, T think it ho- Ar 
nourable in me to condeſcenũ to their Weakneſs. But Part 5 
calls this f Diſſimulation, and not walking uprightly. Be- 
hold, Sir, what your honourable Condeſcen bn is come to. 
Lo! here the Apoſtle to whom you appeal, who would vo- 
Iuntarily become all Things to all Men, and who himſelf 
+ circumciſed Timothy hecauſe of the Jews, yet boldly with- I af 
ſtanding others for what you recommend, and calling — 


that Difſimulation, and not walking uprightly, which you . 
call honourable Condeſocnſion, yea, and condemning it, for 0 


the very Reaſon for which you recommend it, viz. be- k 
cauſe the Impoſers in/ifted on it, and would have made ne- i 
ceſſary what Gov had never bound upon them. 
IND EE D St. Paul was the great Patron and Example 
of Chriſtian Liberty. Whatever he might do upon Occa-Þ, c 
fion in Point of Prudence, he never would ſuffer himſelf Of 
to be impoſed upon, nor the Chriſtian Church; but ſtea- 
dily and courageouſly oppoſed every Man, who would 
make neceflary what Chriſt and his Religion never made 
ſo, whether it were done out of Weakneſs or Preſumprion,Þ xx 
in the Simplicity of a well-meaning Mind, or from the 2 
Wl! Pride and Confidence of ſuch as love to have Pre-eminence. fl; 
1 This Apoſtle's Condeſcenſion lay in not interpoſing with 
1 Authority in Matters indifferent, but leaving * every Man = 
: to be fully perfuaded in his own Mind. Your Cendeſcen- th 
fion ſays, that if one Party ist ubon their Nemands in in- 
different Things, the other muſt comply rather than diſturb 
or grieve them. At this Rate, it is 5 for one Party to gu 
inſiſt ſtiffly on a Thing, and the other becomes immediate- I di 
ly obliged, by the Rules of yorr Condeſcenſion, to comply. 
"This is the common Notion of Condeſcenſion, into 1 
which they run, who have the Hhip-hand of their Neigh- 
wi bours. But the Apoltle, to whom you appeal, had a quite Þ 
4 different Notion. 
wh H x adviſes that no Man ff ſhorld judge his Brother, but g 
judge this rather, that mo Man but a Stunibling- Block, or oo- y 
ca/ron to full in his Brother's May. How different is this 
Caſuiſtry from yours, That if weak Perſons inſiſt upon it, 2 
vis. what I think a S πeing-llock, or occaſion to fall, I 
mult think it honourable to condeſcend? 


* 
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No, Sir, neither to che Weak nor the Strong, will this 
Argument prevail with us to give away our Liberty, till 
(x. Finſt,) You have proved that your Advice upon the 
Caſe of Things indifferent, is to be preferred to the Apo- 
ſtle's, Rom. xiv. and elſewhere; nor (2, Secondly,) Till we 
ſee you practiſe your ſelf, according to your Principle. 
And that Hough you have Reaſon to judge thoſe weak Per- 
ſons, who inſiſt on having no human Teſts put on them, yes 
rather than diſturb or grieve them, you will think it honou- 
rable to condeſcend to their Weakneſs in ſuch an indifferent 
Thing, and forbear. Surely this way of talking is as per- 
tinent on 027. Side as on yours. Perhaps more; for Jam 
afraid you who are ſo manifeſtly diſturbed and grieved, at 
our uſing our Chriſtian Liberty, would be much more ſo 
at our accounting you weak Perſons, and upon that Foot 
condeſcending to do as you would have us. Though L 
know too, 33 will over look ſome Indignities, and 
ſuppreſs ſome Reſentments, for a Seaſon at leaſt, to carry 
a Point, and ſerve their own Purpo es. | 
Bu r if there be any Weight in this prudential Practice 
of St. Paul, in my Apprehenfion it lies full againſt Some 
of the Subſcribers. Had they prevailed by the hreats and 
Fears of their Diſpleaſure, they might have brought ſome, 
againſt their Judgment and Inclination, to ſubicribe with 
them. This had been laying a Stumbling-block in their 


Way. And if you have Realon to judge them weak Per- 


ſors for their Refuſal, ſhould you not alſo think it Honoura- 
ble to condeſcend to their Weakneſs in Things indifferent, 
as voluntarily ſubſcribing certainly is, and the debated Sub- 
{cription is by you admitted to be? Should you not pity 
them, rather than aiſturb or grieve them? And not by 
prompting them to act againſt Judgment, become am Occa- 
fron that any weak Brother periſh for whom Chriſt died? 
Such was the Apoſtle's Advice, and ſuch would his Pra- 
ctice have been, had he lived in our Times. 

B r you add, And I find my ſeif ſtill more inclined to 
do it when IT conſider, that GO D himſelf, tho he knows the 
Immutability of his Mill, aud the Unchangeableneſs of his 
Promiſe: yet in infinite Pity, and of mere Condeſcenſion 
to our Weakneſs, has confirmed it (his Promiſe, I ſuppoſe, 
you mean) w:rh an Oath, and done much more than was 
neceſſary, on purpoſe to cure us of thoſe Fears, Jealouſies 
and Suſpicions we are naturally prone to, aud which are in- 
finitely more unreaſonable againſt him, than any wwe can en- 
tertain of our Fellow-Creatures. There is {omewhar, 
ſurely, very pertinent and ſtrong to your Purpoſe in this 
Paſſage, or you would never have brought it % ten _ 
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the Pulpit, and now utfered it again with ſo ſolemn an Air 
from the Preſs. But he muſt have a very ſtrong and pier- 
eing Eye; who can diſcover wherein its great Strength lies. 
Tet you and I lay our Heads together, and ſee what we 
can make out of it. Rad pn OT ot 

WUuAx is it you find your ſelf the more inclined to do, 
from this Inftance of divine Condeſcenſion? Why to ſub- 
ſeribe out of Condeſcenſion to the Weakneſs of your Bre- 
thren, who; it ſeems, are jealous-headed, and under pre- 
text of Fears and Sſpicions, would bind that upon you as 
nece//Jary, in which your Lord has /eft you free. And fo, 
you would give up your Chriſtian Liberty in Complement 
to your weak Brethren, and call this honourable Condeſ- 
cenſion, and prove it ſuch by his Inſtance of divine Con- 
deſcenſion. I confeſs this is great and wonderful Com- 
plaiſance to weak Brethren. A Behaviour exceeding cour- 
teous. And yet upon cloſer Inſpection, I cannot like the 
Looks of it. This courteous Bent of Mind, as far as I 
can ſee, is all ove way. You world ſubſeribe in Condeſ- 
cenfion to weak Brethren ! But would you forbear to ſub- 


ſcribe, or inſiſt on others ſubſcribing; out of Condeſcen- 


fion to weak Brethren? Not a word of that. And whence 
is it? Are you ſo very humble as to believe all the weak 
Brethren, or at leaſt, all the fearful, jealous and ſuſpicions 
ones are on your Side? We Nonſiubſcribers, perhaps, are 
not naturally /o prone to Fealouſics, &c. or you have not 
given ſo much Occafion for them? Or is it no Matter whe- 
ther our Fealouſtes are cured or no? Divine Condeſcenſion 
has no favourable Aſpect we may ſuppoſe on Nonſtbſeri- 
bers. Nor has G op any Concern about their Jealouſies 
and Fears, nor any Defign you ſhould be guilty of the 
leaſt Condeſcenfion for their Cure. | 1 

Ix this be indeed your Senſe, I doubt you will make 
GOD a Reſpecter of Perſons. His Condeſcenſion is all in 
favour of Subſcribers. For my Part, I cannot believe there 
is ſuch manifeſt Partiality in him, towards one Side in the 
preſent Queſtion. 

Bor I am apt to think, the true Reaſon we hear not a 
Word of your Condeſcenſion for the Cure of ohr Fears, 
Ec. was becauſe this would not have been to your Pur- 
Poſe ; for one cannot eafily believe, you could over-look 
ſuch a Turn of the Argument, which every one ſees muſt 
ſtare you in the Face. | 
Bur how comes this Inſtance of divine Condeſcenſion, 
to concern the Debate between you and your nonſubſeribing 
Brethren at all? Why you have Fears, and Fealoigſies, and 
S1ſpici0ns concerning them, and to theſe you are naturally 
b | ' prone. 


Air 
ler- 
ies. 


we 


| ſhould think it D 
| . :Bv x, good Sir, how does it appear that this Act of 


vou ſuppoſe and take for granted, without any direct Au- 
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prone. This, I confeſs, is grievous to hear; becauſe I think 
it is no good Sign. Plain Men, who are conſcious of mean- 
ing no Ill zhcmſelves, are not commonly apt, I think, to 
lalpect others. Sure I am, for I have the expreſs Word of 
Gop for it, that Charity thinketh no Evil, but belicueth 
and hopeth all T hings, that good are, concerning others: 
But you may poſſibly be an honeſt charitable Man of a pe- 
culiar Make: And tho' naturally prone to be very jealous 
of others, may yet be well and charitably-minded towards 
them, and a Man of great Integrity in your ſelf. 
Bur have you any Reaſon for your Jealouſies and Suſpi- 
cions ? No Matter for that. Vie have infinitely leſs Reaſon 
to be jealous and ſuſpicious of GOD, than of our Fellow- 
Creatures. True. But what then? Gop has condeſcend- 
ed to annex an Oath to his Promiſe, and therein to o much 
more than was neceſſary, on Purpoſe to cure us of our Jea- 
loufies and Suſpicions as to him, and therefore we mult do 
much more than is neceſſary, o Purpoſe to cure your Jea- 
loufies and 4%, Shane of us, and ſubſcribe : At leaſt you 
Dbonourable Condeſtenſion in us lo to do. 


Condeſcenſion in Go p was on Purpoſe to cure Fears, Jea- | 
louſies and Suſpicions? I doubt you here talk without 
Book, and utter your own groundleſs Suppoſitions for Mat- 
ters of Fact. Can you direct me to any one Text of Scri- 
"ture, where this Account is given of the Intention of Gon, 
n this Inſtance of his Condeſcenſion? We read indeed 
that G OD * zo ſhew the Immntability of his Counſel, or 
make it manifeſt that it was his unchangeable Purpoſe to 
make it good, confirmed his Promiſe to Abraham with an 
Oath. But do you any where read that this Oath was ad- 


"ded to the Promiſe, o Purpoſe to cure Abraham's Jealou- 


fies and Suſpicions that GO PD might prove falſe, and his 
Promiſe fail? Is it not ſaid expreſſy concerning him f zhas 
he ſtaggered not at the Promiſe, biit being ſtrong in Faith 
gave Glory to GO D, and was fhlly perſuaded that, what 
was promiſed would be fulfilled? And tho' it is. added 
that this was done for the Benefit ot the Heirs of Salvation 
in common, and that they who have fled for Refuge to 
lay hold of the Hope ſet before them might have a ſtrong 
Conſolation; doth this imply that it was % Purpoſe to cure 
Suſpicions and Jealoufies ? May not thoſe derive a ſtrong 
Conſolation from Go »'s Oath, who yet have no Suſpici- 
ons or Jealouſies that he would fail of his Promiſe ? But 


— 
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thority from Scripture, that Go p ſwore to cure our Jea- 
louſies and Suſpicions of im; and thence roundly con- 
clude, we ſhould ſubſcribe, to cure your Jealoufies of 15. 
I think you ſhould be very ſure your Propoſition is true, 
before you endeavour to faſten the Mhumption on us. 

VET admitting this to have been the very Prirpoſe of 
Gov in this Condeſcenfion, and that he did more than 
was neceflary (I ſuppoſe you mean more than he was ob- 
tiged) with a Deſign to cure, c. I hope he was altogether 
voluntary herein, and had Liberty to judge whether it was 
proper and conſiſtent with all the Rights he was concerned 
to maintain, before he condeſcended ſo far to the Weak- 
neſs of his jealous Creatures, as to confirm his Promiſe with 
an Oath. They did not firſt demand this Condeſcenſion for 
the Cure of their eee, how much ſoever they needed 
it; and declare they would break off all Correſpondence, 
and have no more to do with him, if he would not humour 
their Jealouſies with ſuch Condeſcenſion. If not, I cannot 
ſee how it will affect the Nonſ7b/cribers, or at all ſuit their 
Cale. They defire that this Condeſcenfion may not be in- 
ſiſted on, till themſelves think it prudent and proper to ſub- 
ſcribe. They beg they may not be menaced into it by 
their 2veak Brethren. The Meaſures taken by many of the 
Stbſcribers to defame them, their difowning and refufing 
to have to do with them, are very unlikel Means to ſoften 
them into a Compliance. They will never bo clamoured out 
of their Chriſtian Liberty by weak Brethren, who uſe them 
in ſo peeviſh, ſpiteful and unchriſtian a Manner. And ve- 
rily they mult be very weak Brethren, who, in the preſent 
State of Affairs, think this is the Proper way, to have their 
Jealoufies cured, by ſuch honourable Codeſcenſions. 

Bur ſuppoſing this were an Inſtance of divine Conduct 
to be imitated by us on this Occafion, how far does our 
Obligation to condeſcend to %‘ Weakneſs after the Ex- 
ample of Go p extend? He has given his Word, and ad- 
ded to that his Oath, and therein done much more than 
was neceary to cure his Creature's Jealouſies. What then? 
Muſt 'zve hereupon condeſcend to ſuihſeribe and favear, for 
the Cure of yorrs? I perceive you grow in your Demands. 
Once it was enough to ſubſcribe, now we muſt not only 
ſubſcribe, but * pazwn t Salvation for the Truth of what 
we underwrite ; and not only teſtify, but teſtify p07 Oath, 
that ve are thoroughly in the Occtrine with you. Had we 
not much Reaſon to be upon our Guard againſt your De- 
mand of a Subſcription? Ore Abſurdity admitted draws 
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en a Thouſand. And if we give up our Liberty in one 
Point, we are in a fair way of lofing it altogether. | 
Burt it may be you would not carry the Matter this 
Length. You'll bate our being ſworn. All you 2/7 on 
is that, out of Condeſcenſion to your Weakneſs, we would 
do more than is neceſſary (J ſuppole you mean more than 
we are bound to do) much more than is neceſſary. Perhaps 
we may apprehend, we have already done much more than 
is nece/ary, to cure your Jealouſies. The doing more might 
only feed inſtead of curing them. We have given you no 
juit Occafion to be jealous. We are ready to ſubſcribe to 
the Word of Gop as our Rule, and every Doctrine 
taught us therein.“ This will not do, ſay you. Heretics 
„will ſubſcribe to the Scripture. Such Subſcription is 20 
& Security that you are found in the Faith” Nor your 
Subſcription ncither, or 1 am greatly miſtaken. But are 
we bound ro give you father Security? By what Law or 
Authority will you faſten this Obligation upon us? I find 
you do not pretend to any, but becauſe yor are weak, and 
naturally prone to be jealous, we ſhould coudeſceud, and do 
more, much more than we are bound to do, for the Cure 
of your Jealoufics. What then is the Security you muſt 
have? Why fign the Article and Catechiſm. And what 
if, after this is done, you ſhould take up another Suſpicion, 
that I have not ſigned in a ſound Senſe ? Why then truly 
you'll crave Leave by the ſame Argument to frame a Teſt 
that the Carechiſm is rightly underitood, as before that was 
a Teſt, that the Scriprure was rightly underſtood. And 
this being done, you'll come and tell me, that as Gon. 
has in great Coodecontcn to our common Weaknels, dong 
more than Was neceſſany, to cure W you hope 
I will go on, and ſign your zeww Teſt : And lo tories quoties: 
And thus you may proceed 77 infinite, or, which, for any 
thing I know, may be all one, to the End of Mr. Ræynolds's 
Jealoufies. And this you tell us you ſhould count an o. 
nourable Condeſcenſion. 3 whilſt yorrr Turn ma 
be ſerved by it. But would you have it in zhe ſame Ac- 
count, when turned againſt you? | | 
Sv?PPossx I ſhould take it into my Head, that all this 
grave and ſolemn Rhetoric of yours is mere Grimace and 
Artifice, and proceeds not ſo much from Concern for the 
Truth, as a Love to Pre-eminence, an Affectation of Do- 
minion, and ſome little Greedmeſs for filthy Lucre. You 
know Jealouſies and Suſpicions are Things to which we 
are naturally prone, and if they get into our Heads who 
can help it? Some Allowance muſt be made for a Bro- 
1 5 ther: 
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ther's Weakneſs. And poſſibly we haye as good Reaſon to 
ſuſpect you of all theſe, as you have to ſuſpect any of f us of 
Unſoundneſs as to the Trinity. Suppoſe now, with theſe 

ealouſies I ſhould come to you, and tell you that Go 


in Condeſcenſion to our Weakneſs, and on Purpoſe to cure 


our Fealonftes, &c. has done much more than was neceſfa- | 


7y, and confirmed his Promiſe with an Oath ; I hope there- 
ore that in Condeſcenſion to my Weakneſs, and to remove 
my Fears and Jealouſies, you will (ſeeing you may do it 
uit hont Sin, and it is lawful to take an Oath) give me 
your Oath. Would you take me to be in earneſt in ſuch 
u Propoſal? Or if you did, would you without Hefitation 
or Delay comply with it, and honourably condeſcend to give 
me this Satisfaction? Would you not firſt expoſtulate 
with me, require the Grounds of my Jealoufies and Sul- 
| a and enquire whether they were reaſonable or 19 * 
Put, 20 Matter for that, ſay I. Jealouſies and Suſpicions 
of the great Gov, are infinitely more unreaſonablè than 
mine can be, and yet he condeſcends to our common Weak- 
neſs, I defire therefore, and in/ift upon it, that you do ſo 
to mine. You may pity my Weakneſs herein, but pra 
do not 4iſtnrb or grieve me y Refuſals or Delays. Would 
you think there was any Force in this Argument, or that 
the Inſtance is properly applied? And becauſe Go p has 
confirmed his Proms with an Oath, therefore you muſt 
cure my Jealouſies and Suſpicions, whether juſt and rea- 
ſonable or no, in the ſame Manner? I hardly think you 
are ſo weak a Brother as this. f 
Bu. x, for Argument's ſake, permit me to ſuppoſe, you 
would hereupon uſe this horonrable Condeſcenſion. What if, 
as ſoon as you have done it, a new Fit of Jealouſy ſhould 
ſeize me, and it ſhould be ſuggeſted to my. Thoughts, that 
one who 1s ſo free to ſavear will deceive, And ſhould here- 
upon come again, and tell you, you have indeed purged 
* ſelf upon Oath of what I ſulpeRted, but I am fo far 
rom being rid of my former Fealonſy thereby, that I am 
Poſſeſſed of a ne one, and fear you have deceived me. As 
therefore Gop has done more than he was obliged, to cure 
our common Jealouſies, pray imitate this Condeſcenſion, 
and in pity to my Weakneſs ſwear over again, and let the 
Qath be conceived in more plain, ſtrong and unexception- 
able Terms. Would you yield to the Force of this Argu- 
ment, or fly in the Face of him that offers it? Could you 
take it otherwiſe than as a Banter on yoz!, and an Inſult on 
"+ Viz, Miniſters, in and about this City, at this Time, who declined 
#he ſigning your Roll at Salter's-Hall, and went on with the Bu{meſs then 
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Religion? And yet, in my Opinion, one Egg is not more 
like another, than this way of arguing, and yours, from 
this Inſtance of divine Condeſcenſion. 

B x intreated therefore to take ſome other way for the 
Cure of your Jealouſies and Suſpicions. Or if they muſt 
be cured in your 02072 way only, be pleaſed to ſearch out 
ſome more proper Arguments; for theſe are not likely to 
prevail on us to ſubſcribe. | 

W x. hope we could in reaſonable Things condeſcend as 
far as any of our Brethren ; but we cannot give up our Judg- 
ments, our Principles and our Chriſtian Liberry, becauſe 
they tell us they are weak, and for that Reaſon muſt be /0 


far humoured. We cannot but be apprehenſive that thoſe 


who . Weakneſs to carry their Point, would exert 
their Power when they had carried it. And thoſe who in- 
fiſt on Subſcription in oe Point, becauſe they are weak, 
would carry their Demands much farther, when they had 
out-grown their Weakneſs, and got ſuſficient Power. Spi- 


ritual Power has in all Ages been of a very Wy, 
vi 


Nature, and has in many Ages and Places devoured ci 

and religious Liberty too. You cannot wonder therefore, 
when all Men, as you ſuggeſt, are naturally prone to Jea- 
louſies, that wwe ſhould have ſome on this Head: Or that 
we, who for the ſake of Chriſtian Liberty, and the Religion 


of the Bible, have renounced all the Advantages of a legal 


Eſtabliſhment, are loth to give up our Chriſtian Liberty into 
the Hands of any, who ſtand upon the ſame Foot with us. 
Ir you On any thing in this Letter has been 00 
freely ſaid, I beg you would conſider we have been long 
filent under groſs Criminations and Abuſes, and made no 
Returns. We have been purſued with bitter InveFives, - 


and that in your Prayers as well as Sermons, and ſet forth. 


to the People (who, zu the Simplicity of their Hearts, be- 
lieve all that their godly zealous Miniſters ſay without 
Examination) as Haters of Gon, and hated by him. What 
you ſuſpect, they are made to believe. Me are repreſent- 
ed as Monſters, and they are frighted out of their Wits. : 
Theſe are Injuries of which we have not been ignorant 
we have ſometimes been Ear-Witneſſes to them, though, 
bleſſed be Gop, we have not made it our Endeavour to 
repay. We can appeal to our Conſciences, our Hearers, 
to Him who knows all Things, that we have not made 
it the Buſneſs, nor any Part of the Buſineſs of our pub- 
lie Miniſtrations, to ſay any thing diſadvantageous to the 
Chara cter of our jealous Brethren, nor to {tir up the 
Wrath of our Hearers againſt them; and in private 
we have many Times endeayoured 70 cool an beep 

. own 


4 V 
Hown their Reſentments. We have looked on upon the Hurt done to 
our common Intereſts, and what is worſe, to the few Remains of ſerious 
Religion amongſt us, with bleeding Hearts. We have ſhewn our ſelves 
ready to come to 4 Temper with our Brethren, and have long waited in 
Hope to ſee your Fervour ſpend it ſelf. But as there is little Proſpect 
of this as to ſome of you (we bleſs Go p that it is not ſo with all) and 
you 80 on to accuſe and reproach us, and take all Occaſions to do ſo, 
though the moſt improper and unnatural, you muſt not be ſurprized, if 
wwe vindicate our ſelves; and to do this, lay fairly before the World 
thoſe Things you may not be fond to hear. If this difpleaſes, you muſt 
conſider who have given Provocation, and muſt be anſwered, it ſeems, 
according to themſelves, It is from no Pleaſure I have in ripping up 
old Sores, nor 4 Love of Contention, that I have drawn up theſe Sheets. 
My Principles and Temper are both peaceable and friendly, if I rightly 
underſtand them. But the Uſage we have had from you, and ſome 
others of our Brethren, is ſuch, that we muſt be ſtupid if we don't re- 
ſent it, and I do not ſee but it is likely to be continued, if we do not 
ſew our Reſentment, This is y Reaſon, vr, if it muſt be ſo, my Ex- 
cuſe, for any Freedoms you may not like in this Letter. 

HowEv ER, I hope we ſhall never carry our Reſentments beyond 
the Bounds of Reconciliation, upon Chriſtian and Reaſonable Terms, I 
will ſay for my ſeif, and J will undertake for my Brethren, that if you 
will let your Wrath ſubſide, will give way to no Je2louſies in your /elves, 
nor ſtir up, or encourage any in the People, without a juſt and known 
Foundation, will ceaſe to cry down all for Heretics, who cannot think 
all fit to be done which you do, will uſe your Brethren as you would 
be uſed by them, and let us with united Hands and Hearts, endeavour 
to revive and promote, practical Religion and the Power of Godlineſs, 
we'll overlook what is paſt, and receive and embrace you as Brethren. 

Bur if you are reſolved to continue in a State of War with us, till you 
have brought us to do what you would have us, though we ſhall not 
ceaſe praying to Gop to give you a better Spirit, nor forbear to watch 
over our own, yet you mult not blame us, if ſometimes we riſe up in 
our own Deſence, reſolved to ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt 
bas made us free againſt Reproaches and Encroachments; and if, in ſo 
doing, we ſay ſome Things you will not care to hear, you mult thank 
your ſelves, and bear with us. In the mean Time I am with ſincere 

Good-will, | 


c / 0 


Reverend Sir, your humble Servant, 5 


SIMON BROWNE. 
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Second Impreſſion of this Letter being called for, I thought good 
to Reviſe it, before it went to the Preſs. Many Things I un- 
derſtand, have been ſaid againſt it, of which it is proper ſome Notice 


ſhould be taken. TOES IT 

Ix hath been charg'd with Falſehood in Facts: To which I have to 
ſay, That I am conſcious of no wilſul Fal/ijication; and I have made it 
my Endeavour to be well and truly inform'd, in whatever I have writ- 
ten upon Report of Others. 


that, in any particular, J have been wrong, I ſhall make no Difficulty, 
I hope, to own a Miſtake, nor be unwilling, to nabe Reparation, as far 
as I can, to any who. may have been in jured thereby. I 


Yet after all, if it ſhall be made appear, 
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T have alſo been charged with Fallacy in arguing. But ſurel am, it . 
hath been with no Intention to deceive: I may have been impos'd u 
on my ſelf, by a Shew of Argument, without ſubſtance or ſtrength. 
Humanum eſt errare. But, I hope, I can ſincerely ay, I ſhall be 
thankful to any, who will ſhew me my Miſtakes, and freely and 
gladly retract, what IT am not able to defend. 

Bur on both theſe Heads, Tam apt to think, ſome of my Readers 
have miſunderſtood me, whether through my Fault or their own, 1 
will not take upon me to ſay. - But to prevent ſuch Miſtakes for the 
future; I have now thrown ſome Hints into the Margin, to render 
my Meaning more explicit, if poſſible, This I thought would ap 
more fair, than to make any conſiderable Alteration in the body of the 
Letter. This remains as it was, without any material Change (befides 
the Corrections of the Preſs) except in p. 10. where though I have not 
departed from the former Senſe, yet becauſe I have varied the Phraſe, - 
and enlarged ſomewhat, on the Argument, J hear thought fit to encloſe 
it in Brackets, which the Reader will alſo find, where any thing oc- 
curs, that hath the leaſt Appearance of a material Alteration. | 

I have been much blamed by ſome, for endeavouring to deſtroy the 
Reputation of my Reverend Brother, and ſet him forth to the World 
as à very IIl-Man. | | | 

AND Reputation, I own, is 4 very dear and tender Point. When 
a Man ſuffers in it, he is touched to the Quick. I wiſh ſome who 
appear tender enough of their own, had been ſomewhit more merci- 
ful to that of their Brethren, Yet do I not plead this in Excuſe of 
Guilt. - Injury received, will not juſtify a Return. Evil ſhould be 
overcome with Good, I ſhould have rejoyced if this might have 
been. For my own part, I can fay it has been heartily endeavour'd. 

But I plead not guilty, to this Charge. I am miſunderſtood, if 
any thing I have ſaid to Mr. Reynolds, be conſtrued into ſo bad a Mean- 
ing. Indeed, in ſeveral things, I have thought him very calpable. Others, 
his old and true Friends, have been of the ſame Opinion. And, could 
the good Advice of ſuch have corrected his Condu t; he had never 
heard from me; nor I believe any other, in this Way. But I am 
far from thinking every one, who in an Hour of Termptation, and 
under the Impulſes of an imaginary Zeal for G OD, does ſome il2- 
Things, muſt therefore be pronounced an IILMan, and one left of 
GOD. Woeto us all, if, by this meaſure, GOD ſhould judge us. 

1 have alſo been charged with a Severity and Keeneſs in Writing, no 
way agreeable to my Temper.-----And what if I own this Charge, 
and that this manner of writing is rather the reſult of Fudgment than 
Inclination. I can aſſure my Readers, that the Letter had been much 
ſooner in the Preſs, had I drawn it up, or publiſhed it after it was 
drawn up, in an Heat. And if any thing in it ſeem ſevere, let me 
have leave to ſay, Vas there not a Cauſe ? I am fare, I thought there 
was, and think ſo fill, and am content to leave this matter to the 

udgment of the impartial World. None will have greater 

leafure than I, if the Conduct of our Brethren, ſhall render every 
thing of this kind, for the future, unneceſſa y. I wiſh there may be 
no mutual Provocations agmongſt us any more, but to Love and good 
Works. In this good Wiſh, my Judgment and Iaclination both concur. 

I have alſo been much blamed, for making Heretics of ſome of my 
Subſcribing Brethren.----Put ſure every Reader I think, may fee, 
that I am very tender of fixing the Brand of Here) on anf And 1 
am here free to own, that the Trade of Heretic- making, has * my 


Account, been one of the worſt Hereſies that ever infeſted the Chri- 
ſtian Church. It is what I utterly diſlike in Others, and therefore, I 
hope, ſhall never allow in nu ſeif.----But thoſe who are forward to 
make this Charge, frame Teſts to detect Heretics, and are full of 
Reſentment againſt all who will not fall into their Meaſures, ſhould 
be very ſure, I think, that Themſelves are untainted. And where this 
is not the Caſe, but there appear, what in common Account, are Signs 
of Infection, if I whiſper any in the Ear, Medice cura te ipſum, I am 
{ure it is no ill Advice, however it be taken. 

Bur the hardeſt Charge againſt me is, that I am guilty of Pro- 
faneſs, nay, little leſs than oy 5 and this by ſome, who 
ſhould know better, and from whom it would be very ſurprizing, 
did I not know the power of Paſſion and Prejudice. But on what is 
this Charge founded? Two very harmleſs Paſſages (as I ſtill think) 
have been markt out to ſupport this Outcry. One is, that upon 
an Occaſion, which to me, appeared not a little ridiculous, I changed 
the Phraſe lateſt Poſterity, into the Tip of the Tail of Time.. But I 
am ſo dull, that I cannot diſcover wherein the Profaneſs of this Va- 
riation lies. Is it becauſe lateſt Poſterity is a ſacred Phraſe, and has 
ſuch a Meaning always annexed to it, as upon no Occaſion may 
be jocularly expreſs'd ? Were this the Caſe, there would be ſome Co- 
lour for the Charge. But it doth not yet appear to me to be ſo. 
Or is it becauſe I repreſent Time as having à Tail, and that with 4 
"Tip to it? But what more Profaneſs is there in this, than in re- 
preſenting it as having an Head 885 RO 

+ All bald behind, with one full Lock before? And yet from time 
immemorial, thus hath old Iime been figured, without any Charge of 
Profaneſs on Writers, Painters or Statuaries, that ever I heard of. 

THE other Inſtance is that I ſpeak of ſome People as zelling Tales 
of their Brethren to GOD Almighty. By which I mean, their bring- 
ing either trifing, or untrue, or ſpiteful Complaints to him againſt 
them. This in common Specch, is telling Tales. If all concerned 
can clear themſelves of the Fact, I ſhall hardly truſt my own Ears, 
or the Report of the moſt capable and credible Ear Witneſſes again, 
But he Fad being admitted, wherein is the Profaneſs of calling it 
by this Name? 1 95 in ſpeaking of Words uttered in Prayer, as telling 


&* "This is the Charge, as I apprehend, in its utmoſt Strength“. -But, in 
good Earneſt, are all Words uttered in Prayer, rendered ſo facred thereby, 


gow or Intention of Reproach, on Prayer it /elf ? And Men truly 


ly grieved, that any why, Pg this Nature ſhould have been ſuggeſted. 
becauſe the Cenſure will fall heavieſt where it was leaſt deſign d. For 
If there be Profaneneſs in the Caſe, it will rather be in ſuch Prayers, than 
in calling ſuch Prayers by a proper Name. And the Way to turn Pray- 
er into Ridicule, is not by exploding ſuch Blemiſhes to it, but by mak- 
ing the Sacredre/s of the Thing it {elf give 4 Sanction to them. 


en. capillata, þoft eſt Ocea/io calun; e 
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